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By K.S. Khosla 


Jammu Violence 


A fter Delhi, Bidar. After 
Bidar, Jammu. The 
question that is on the 
lip of every Sikh these 
days is: After Jammu, where? The 
beleagured Sikh community has 
become so vulnerable and feels so 
scared that they expect an attack 
on them, especially those living 
outside Punjab, from any quarter. 
They have come to feel like aliens 
in a country for which they sacrif- 
iced so much before and after 
1947. There cannot be a worse 
tragedy for a minority community 
than the overpowering feeling of 
being unwanted and not trusted. 

The irony of the situation is that 
the anti-Sikh riots in Jammu came 
at a time when the Sikhs in Punjab 
and outside were turning against 
terrorism and the concept of Khal- 
istan. This ideologisal change 
among the Sikhs explains the kil- 
ling of more Sikhs than Hindu in 
Punjab during 1988. It also 
explains the dwindling of the area 
of the operation of the terrorists in 
Punjab. For the first time after 
1984, the Golden Temple is not 
being used (so far) by terrorists as 
a base for their operations. The 
bloody events in Jammu have only 
helped to reverse the process 
started by the Ray administration 
to win the hearts and minds of the 


Politics of Passions 

people and achieved a measure of The Events pened in Jammu on the fateful 

success. It is too early to say January 13 when the Sikhs took 

whether the situation is back to Qut before going into the psy- out a Gurpurab procession in the 
square one but the minds of the IDchological trap in which the city. The National media has again 
Sikhs are again filled with gnawing Sikhs find themselves today, it is failed the country in not reporting 
doubts. necessary to find out what hap- ihe facts about the violent 

incidents. Again, it has been left to 
the regional newspapers to 
apprise the public about the facts. 
The only newspaper to come out 
in detail about what hapened there 
is "Ajit”, a widely circulated Punjabi 
daily of Punjab. It has already pub- 
lished three articles and the serial 
is not over as yet. 

The sequence of events 
described i.n these articles can be 
pieced together as follows. The 
Silkhs of Jammu had applied for 
permission for taking out the pro- 
cession which was given by the 
authorities. The procession, which 
contained many women and chil- 
dren, vended its way peacefully 
through the streets of Jammu till 
it reached Purani Mandi, a strong 
base of the Shiv Sena. Its sympa- 
thisers started closing down their 
shops before the procession 
reached that place. When the 
leaders of the procession found 
them closing their shops, they 
Continued on Page 4 


The irony of the situation is that the anti-Sikh 
riots in Jammu came at a time when the 
Sikhs in Punjab and outside were turning 
against terrorism and the concept of 
Khalistan. This ideologcal change among the 
Sikhs explains the killing of more Sikhs than 
Hindu in Punjab during 1988. It also explains 
the dwindling of the area of the operaiion of 
the terrorists in Punjab. For the first time after 
1984, the Golden Temple is not being used 
(so far) by terrorists as a base for their 
operations. The bloody events in Jammu have 
only helped to reverse the process started by 
the Ray administration to win the hearts and 
minds of the people and achieved a measure 
of success. It is too early to say whether the 
situation is back to square one but the minds 
of the Sikhs are again filled with gnawing 
doubts. 



Significance of Tamil Nadu 

Elections 

(By our special correspondent) 


went out of its way to make this 
appear a contest of vital national 
political significance. The Prime 
Minister Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, who vis- 
ited Tamil Nadu a dozen times 
raised the stakes adverturously in 
this election and made it appear 
an either-or referendum for him- 
self and his party. The results are 
there for every one to see. 

Regional Aspirations 

E xplainations are being sought 
Congress(l) circles are busy 
suggesting that if the Congress (I) 
and the Jayalalitha group had 
come together, they would almost 
certainly had secured a majority of 
the seats and formed the govern- 
ment. There is also a view that had 
the AIADMK stood alone but undi- 
vided, it would have obtained a 
respectable number of seats more 
in keeping with its voting strength. 
All these are big ifs and buts of his- 


tory. One thing is clear that Tamil 
Nadu’s electorate has given clear 
verdict in favour of regional aspi- 
rations. While Mr. M. Karunanidhi 
made no secret of his regional 
emotionalism in his campaign 
Prime Minister definitely showed 
his invectives against ‘Dravidian’ 
parties. The Tamil voters gave 
about 71 percent votes to differ- 
ent Dravidian parties and their 
allies. 

The DMK front has won 1 70 out 
of 232 seats (two more will go to 
the pollslater), almost a three- 
fourths majority. The DMK’s own 
share is 146, very nearly two- 
thirds. Ms Jayalaliths’s front has 
32, her own share being 27 
making her leader of the Opposi- 
tion. The Congresses front has 
27 — 26 to the Congress(l) — and 
Ms Janaki Ramachandran’s group 
has a solitary seat, secured by the 
skin of his teeth by Mr. P.H. Pan- 
dian, the egregious Speaker of the 


last Assembly. 

Tamil Nadu’s voters have thus 
maintained their reputation of 
always giving an absolute major- 
ity to a single party. Nominally, 
elections to the Assembly since 
1 967 have been won by fronts but, 
every time, the dominant 
partner— the DMK in 1967 and 
1971 and the AIADMK in 1977, 
1 980 and 1 984 — was in a position 
to — and did — secure an absolute 
majority on its own. The alliance 
was always a matter of insurance. 

This clearly shows people’s 
inclinations towards regional aspi- 
rations. The electorate have also 
shown that they do not respond to 
mere gimmics. Infact this is the 
emerging trend nation-over. Since 
1977 there has not been a single 
major elections where the elector- 
ate has not delivered a clear mes- 
sage. When they repose 
confidence, they do so in full mea- 
sure. When they take it away they 


are no less vehement. All indica- 
tions are that in Tamil Nadu the 
vote was more a negative one 
then the positive. One consquence 
of this has been the defeat of a 
number of big names, and of sit- 
ting legislators, eleven M.Ps, all 
but two of MGR’s last cabinet, 
some other former ministers and 
more than 1 00 sitting MLAs bit the 
dust. 

Tasks Ahead 

T his of Course makes Karuna- 
nidhi’s task a bit hard. He 
though has a well-known record 
as a firm and decisive administra- 
tor, he returns to power at a time 
when the people of the State are 
longing for a stable government 
that will function. Mr. Karunanidhi 
has now been given a chance to 
prove that past is behind him and 
it is to be ferevetly hoped that he 
will take the chance. 

Continued on Page 4 
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LETTERS 


Solving the 
Babri Masjid 
Problem 

A Call By 

Conerened Citizens 


The controversy around the 
Babri Majid has already aroused 
such passions that India's devel- 
oping secular and democratic 
framework is in considerable peril. 
In Utter Pradesh, our most pop- 
ulous state, this issue has already 
caused laughter of innocent 
people and the communal tension 
it has generated throughout the 
country could easily create a con- 
flagration. 

Our government, much to its 
shame, sits idly while the situation 
worsens, leaders of the Muslim 
community have suggested some 
alternative solutions. First, let the 
title suit pending before the Sub- 
divisional Judge, Faizabad for 
nearly forty years, be decided 
swiftly by a Special Bench of three 
High Court Judges and let not the 
government procrastinate over it 
any longer. The community is wil- 
ling to abide by the decision of the 
judicial process. Alternatively, 
some Muslim leaders have sug- 
gested, lest it be thought that the 
Muslim are reposing their faith in 
the judiciary because their case in 
the title suit is very strong, that the 
mosque itself should be cleared of 
idols and declared a national 
monument. Another alternative 
proposed is that the railing separ- 
ating the mosque from the Ram 
Chabutra be converted into a high 
wall and a temple be erected to 
Shri Ramchandra on the other 
side of the mosque. All of these 


Managing Editor 
Amrik Singh 

Editors 

A.S. Narang 
Gian Singh Sandhu 

Assistant Editor 

KH Nazeer (Balju) 

General Manager 

Lt. Col. Manohar Singh 
(Retd.) 

Business Manager 
Onkar Singh Gujral 

Publishers 

Ekta Trust 

2/26, Sarva Priya Vihar 
New Delhi-110016. 

Ph. 660738 

Editorial, Business 
and Circulation Offices 
3, Masjid Road, Jangpura 
New Delhi-110014. 

Ph. 619284 


alternatives are reasonable and 
accomodative, but the govern- 
ment, for reasons that do not 
appear clear, has not pronounced 
on them. Nor has it proposed other 
solutions which could solve the 
wounded sensibility of our Muslim 
brethern, defuse the situation and 
create communal harmony among 
the common people. 

We, the signatories of the Call, 
are all non-Muslims who believe 
that the government has the duty 
to resolve the situation as quickly 
as possible. Otherwise the coun- 
try’s unity and democracy will be 
jeopardised. The government 
must either accept one of the 
above-mentioned proposals or 
produce another which will solve 
the problem equitably. 

As persons believing in democ- 
racy, secularism and communal 
harmony, we have felt the urgency 
of the question and wish to mob- 
ilize public opinion in favour of 
applying these beliefs in the ser- 
vice of solving this problem. 

We propose that all like-minded 
people should come together at a 
Convention in Delhi on 23 Febru- 
ary, 1989 to discuss the question 
and formulate an amicable solu- 
tion to the problem. On the next 
day, 24 February, 1989, we pro- 
pose to bring to the attention of the 
government and the people our 
conclusions by a sit-in on the Boat 
Club lawns. We appeal to all sec- 
tions of the people to help the pro- 
cess of creating a secular and 
demorcatic atmosphere. 

ALOK UPADHYAY 

M 43, Sri Niwas Puri 
N. Delhi 65. 


Readers are 
requested to send 
in their letters 
typed or neatly 
handwritten to the 
Editor, Forum 
Gazette, 3 Masjid 
Road, Jangpura, 
New Delhi 110 014. 
The letters may be 
edited for clarity. 


It was the press 
that failed 
to educate 
the public 

This letter is in response to Vinod 
Mehta’s forthright soul-searching 
on the results of the Kehar Singh 
opinon poll, and as a reader to 
thank him for sharing his dilemma 
with us. As a fellow journalist I 
cannot but agree with him that "it 
is not always necessary to fall in 
line with public opinion." But I do 
not think he should take the results 
of The Indian Post opinion poll too 
seriously either. Any such poll can 
be made to yield dramatically 
opposite results depending on 
what implicit or explicit riders are 
attached to the main question that 
is being asked. 

Let me give you an example 
from the Kehar Singh case itself. 
The main question (’’Do you think 
Kehar Singh should be rep- 
rieved?") can be asked in such a 
way as to raise the more general 
issue, "Do you think an assassin 
of Indira Gandhi, convicted by 
three courts, should be 
reprieved?" The obvious, and 
indeed the correct, answer in any 
healthy democracy would be "No”. 
I have myself said as such on 
more than one occasion in the 
past. But the question can be 
embedded in a different context 
too: "Do you want peace to return 
to Punjab?" ("yes"); "do you real- 
ise that having Kehar Singh in par- 
ticular (Justice A S Bain’s words, 
not mine) will not only lead to a 
spate of new killings but possibly 
also jeopardise the return to 
peace?" ("yes"); "Do you think that 
Kehar Singh’s sentence should 
not be commuted to life 
imprsonment?” — I wonder 

whether an opinion poll con- 
structed on these lins would have 
given precisely the same result as 
the one whose results the Post 
published. 

PREM SHANKAR JHA 

New Delhi 


OPEN FORUM 


Sound and Fury 

Let the (general) election come, we are hankering for the polls 

- V.P. Singh in Calcutta 

The present rulers will not let go a day’s chance to rule the nation 

- L.K. Advani, on the likelihood of mid-term polls 

If he can be won over, I would like to have him as an ally 

- Harkishen Singh surjeet, on V.P. Singh 

Janata Dal leaders have said that anyone was free to travel by their 
train. We will not sit on it. We are farmers and common people, we will 
go by bullock carts 

- H.D. Devegowda 

The Prime Minister called Jethmalani a barking dog, and there was a 
furore. Hegde called me a mad dog. Why are people quit? 

- Dr Subramanian Swamy, in Sunday 

The Congress party has been paying him... Swamy is a CBI agent 

- Ramakrishna Hegde, in Sunday 


There is no need for a (Gorkha) state 

- Subhas Ghising, in Calcutta 

Though I am physically handicapped, I 

- Baba Amte 


live cheerfully, not tearfully 


On (the) one hand there is no character, on the other no discipline. More 
important than Opposition unity today is that Opposition parties become 
trustworthy 

- Prof. Rajinder Singh 

He is farsighted and more of a statesman than a petty politician... 
holds the key to Punjab's seemingly intractable problems 

- Khushwant Singh, about Mr Devi Lai, in Sunday 

Main ek ek zakhm ka unse hisaab loonga (Ishall make the trouble- 
makers pay for every wound) 

- Dr Farooq Abdullah on the Jammu disturbances 

A verdict against Mr Rajiv Gandhi and his attempt to wipe out Dravid- 
ian culture. 

- Mr M. Karunanidhi on the DMK’s victory. 

The next battle will be in North India. 

- Mr Devi Lai. 

One thing goes to our credit, that we made a positive effort after more 
than a decade to contest on our own. 

- Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad. AICC(l) general secretary. 

Don’t you like his face? He is handsome. 

- Mr H.K.L. Bhagat about Mr Rajiv Gandhi's frequent appearance 
television. 

The right hand does not know what the left hand is doing. 

- The Madhya Pradesh High Court judges on Mr Arjun Singh's role in 
the Churhat lottery case. 

If you terrorists want to kill me, tell me the time and place and I shall 
be there unarmed. But it must be in daylight.. 

- Mr Darshan Singh. 

These armed groups (the terrorists) do not behave like human beings. 
They have not gained from the teachings of Buddha, Mohammed, Christ 
and the Hindus. They behave in a barbaric, inhuman and animal manner. 

- MrJ.R. Jayewardene. 
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S ome weeks ago, an 
ordinance on the subject 
of separating religion 
and politics was issued 
by the Central government. It 
came in the wake of Operation 
Black Thunder at Amritsar. What- 
ever else it might include or 
exclude, it certainly was applica- 
ble to the Sikh situation; in fact, 
that provided the occasion for it. 
But, as they say, theory is one 
thing and its practice is another. 

This was illustrated rather dra- 
matically on May 8, 1 988 at Delhi. 
The Delhi Sikh Gurudwara Man- 
agement Committee (DSGMC) 
was on that day captured by some 
musclemen led by a prominent 
Congress (I) youth leader. A group 
with non-lethal weapons invaded 
the office of the DSGMC and 
simply drove out those who were 
there at that time. The police did 
not come to their help despite 
repeated pleas nor did the Delhi 
Administration. One is familiar with 
the situation where the administra- 
tion is neutralised and the goons 
do what they want. We had seen 
this deadly phenomenon at work 
in November '84 in Delhi but the 
process is not unknown in the rest 
of the country. 

What happened after the 'cap- 
ture' is no less instructive. While 
the DSGMC was last elected in 
1979, according to its Act, the 
election to this body must take 
place every four years. The one 
due in 1 983 was not held owing to 
disturbed conditions in Punjab. 
Conditions have continued, to be 
disturbed and, as far as one can 
judge, the situation in that state is 
not likely to change so soon. It 
may not be without interest how- 
ever to note that since 1983, the 
eighth general election and a by- 
election have both been held in 
Delhi. Before that, election to the 
Metropolitan Council had been 
held. It appears that the disability 
to hold election is applicable only 
in the case of the DSGMC and not 
in other cases. 

Mandatory Law 

There is more to it however. 
According to its Act, no one can 
hold office for more than two con- 
secutive years. Accordingly, those 
who took office in 1 979 were due 
to retire in 1981. The law was 
however mandatory. So a date for 
election was notified but subse- 
quently cancelled without any 
explanation. This prompted some 
people to seek legal intervention. 
The matter dragged on for some 
time but eventually the court 
directed that an election to the 
Executive Committee be held on 
a particular date, time and place. 
On the day of the election, about 
30 persons (out of a total of 45) 
who had gathered at one point to 
participate in the election were 
prevented from going to the venue 
of the meeting. The bus in which 
they were travelling was detained 
and they were held under custody 
without any rhyme or reason. 

No wonder, the matter went to 
the court again. The Delhi police 
were accused of having commit- 
ted contempt of court; the election 


Tamilnadu And After 

The Congress (I) rout in Tamil nadu to some extent resembles 
what happened in Haryana more than a year ago. In both cases 
expectations were running high. In both cases the outcome has 
been the opposite of what was expected. The resemblence does 
not extend beyond that, for the issues in both the elections were 
different. 

But one thing is clear. The Tamilnadu debacle coming so close 
to the general election has sent tremors in the ruling party. What 
happened in Madhya Pradesh was a direct outcome of the Tamil 
Naud election result. The ruling arty wanted to project itself as 
a party with certain unimpeachabl principles. In the attempt to 
project such an image, it removed. Arjun Singh who had been 
brought as Chief Minister only a year earlier. 

This was done on the assumption that Arjun Singh would be 
able to perform better at the time of the next election. Though 
he did not perform in the short run as well as he was expected 
to, he was certainly moving in that direction and could have given 
a good account of himself. The other dominant party in M.P. is 
the BJP. In the changed situation, with Motilal Vora coming in 
as a Chief Minister, the BJP would have, comparatively speak- 
ing, a much easir time than otherwise. 

The revolt in Bihar is also linked with the general crisis in the 
ruling party as typified in the Tamil Nadu results. Whatever be 
the final outcome, a temporary reprieve fo the present Chief Minis- 
ter orthe President's rule, this much is clear that discontent within 
the party and the challenge to the leader ship have become not- 
iceable phenomenon. In a sense this marks the beginning of the 
end for the ruling party. 

The situation in Gujarat and Rajasthan is hardly better. The virus 
of discontent, once it catches on, would be difficult to stop and 
something of this kind is hapening even in those states. 

But the biggest asset of the ruling party is the disunited oppo- 
sition. Over the iast couple of years, they have not conducted 
themselves with credit in anyway. They keep on pulling down one 
another. In the process who escapes or who gets hurt is hardly 
of any concern to anyone. While a large number of people are 
without question unhappy with how the ruling party is perform- 
ing, it is difficult to say that the opposition offers them any kind 
of an alternative. This, and not the rumblings, within the ruling 
party, is the most worrying part of the political scene today. 

THE JAMMU OUTRAGE 


The outrage at Jammu becomes more and more difficult to 
understand or condone. Almost everyone acted as given in the 
_.hgress I script. The local Sikhs gave evidence of total imma- 
)( and, the local Shiva Sena, it appears, was only waiting to 
advantage of the mistakes made by others and, above all, 
,.he local administration acted true to form neither being able to 
"^anticipate things nor cope with them when they began to get out 
of hand. The onlygainer in this situation was the Central policy 
of using the hanging of Kehar Singh as a source of provocation. 
While elsewhere this ploy did not succedd, Jammu fell into its 
lap like a fruit which was ripe to fall. 

Now that one looks back on it, cne is appalled at the manner 
in which the Jammu Sikhs walked into the trap that had been laid 
down for them by the Centre. It was intanded to provoke them 
and they were provoked. Nobody stopped to realise that this is 
precisely what the Centre wanted. Those who were uncetrain 
about what the game of the Centre was should have realised by 
now that the Punjab issue was not to be allowed to simmer down. 
Rather it was to be kept on the boil. The hanging of Kehar Singh 
was a step in that direction and, as is only too evident, it has paid 
dividends. 

Why must everyone play the game which suits the ruling party. 
There is no clear answer to it except that the sense of I. ljustics 
from which the Sikhs suffer has not diminshed in any way over 
the years. This is what makes them resort to terrorism. But what 
they do not realise is that it is only a political change at the Centre 
which will bring about a shift. The way they are going about it 
only strenghens those forces at the Centre which continue to use 
the Sikh issue as a political football. The sooner that is realised, 
the easier it would be to move towards a soultion out of the 
impasse in which the Sikhs find themselves. 


Religion And Politics 

In Theory 
And 

Practice 


by Amrik Singh 


had been fixed by the court. It. is 
said that when the bus was 
detained, a prominent Opposition 
leader telephoned the then Home 
Minister. His reply was revealing, 
"You have a point but then I am 
helpless. I do not deal with Sith 
affairs in Delhi". 


Power Game 


Whether true or false, this is the 
hub of the matter. Sikh affairs are 
dealt with not according to law but 
according to the convenience of 
those in power. In certain cases 
this might have paid political div- 
idends but that is only in the short 
run. In the long run what happens 
is that the democratic process is 
thwarted and there is a premium 
placed on manipulation, intrigue 
and bribery. This is precisely what 
has happened in Delhi and this is 
precisely what had been happen- 
ing in Punjab. The situation in that 
state would have been solved by 
now perhaps but for the unending 
intrigues of the ruling party, chiefly 
in pursuit of its electoral interests 
and not in the interest of the coun- 
try as a whole. 

To come back to the Delhi sit- 
uation, the then President of the 
DSMGC who had been evading 
an election was assassinated in 
early 1983. That changed the sit- 
uation drastically (the contempt 
case also became infructuous) 
and since then a whole series of 
intrigues have been master- 
minded by the powers that be so 
as to deny the control of the 
DSMGC to the Akalis. 


The Bosses 


The fact of the matter is that the 
Akalis in Delhi are as disreputable 
as anywhere else. Most of them 
are known for playing the game of 
the powers that be as much as 
others do. In social and political 
terms there is hardly any differ- 
ence between those who are now 
in power and those who have 
been done out of it. Perhaps the 
only difference is that those who 
are now in power take orders 


directly whereas the others require 
to be pressurised. In concrete 
political terms therefore, it does 
not make any difference as to who 
is in power; the political bosses at 
the Centre can always play one 
group against another and keep 
the control in their own hands. 
Whether this happens in Pubjab or 
not is beside the point; in Delhi it 
happens invariably. 

In fact there is more to it. The 
group that has been ousted had 
majority support (that is why it was 
in power), but some people from 
that group have now been won 
over so as to change that majority 
into a minority. How did it happen? 
Once again it is necessary to refer 
to the Act. There is a provision in 
the Act in terms of which the 
moment a meeting of the General 
House is held, each member of 
the Executive Committee would 
have to go out of office. In fact they 
should have gone out of office in 
1981 because of the mandatory 
provision for retirement after two 
consecutive years. They have had 
an extra lease of 7 years. In con- 
sequence they have a vested 
interest in not holding a meeting of 
the General House. Those who 
have captured power now knew 
how to play upon this weakness of 
those who are members of the 
Executive Committee. A little bit of 
coaxing and cajoling and intimida- 
tion and the job is done. Not 
unpredictably, a new committee 
has now been installed in power. 

SGPC 


At this stage it may not be out 
of place to refer to one fact which 
is not ali that widely known. The 
SGPC which was given a statutory 
status in 1 925 had an Act which 
according to the well known 
dictum of checks and balances 
had vested executive powers in 
the local Gurduwara Committee. 
All that the SGPC received was 1 0 
percent of their income. This was 
so modest that, during the British 
days, there were occasions when 
there were not enough funds even 
to pay salaries at the end of the 
month. It was after 1947 howevei 

Continued on Page 7 
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inside the houses nearby to seek many sikh male children were days. All is not lost. There are still 
shelter and they were given combed into pony tails of girls and saner elements among both the 
shelter by the Hindus. The hair of taken home after two or three communities. January 28. 1989 


Passions 


Continued from Page 1 

pleaded with the leaders of the 
other community not to do so and 
welcome the procession as they 
had been doing every year. They 
protested against the display of the 
portraits of Satwant Singh and 
Kehar Singh, two convicts hangd 
to death for the murder of Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, in a vehicle and 
said they would not allow the 'pro- 
cession to pass through the local- 
ity. The report says that while 
negotiations were going on, some 
people started pelting stones, 
soda water bottles, acid and gas 
cylinders and threw boiling water 
on the processionists who ran 
helter skelter for safety. 

The inadequate police force ran 
away from the scene and soon the 
violence spread like bush fire in 
the city. The orgy of violence con- 
tinued for five hours before the 
Army was called out as the State 
police looked the other way. The 
violence also spread to eight other 
towns in the State. The victims of 
violence were not spared even in 
the civil hospital where they 
reached for medical treatment. 
Most of the telephones went dead. 
Mr. Harjang Singh Bali, an M.L.A., 
told "Ajit" that when he rushed to 
the police control room to plead for 
reinforcements, he found the tele- 
phones dead. Even the senior 
police officials present at the con- 
trol room to plead for reinforce- 
ments, he found the telephones 
dead. Even the senior police offi- 
cials present at the control room 
were unsuccessful to get rein- 
forcements. Eleven persons (all of 
them are Sikhs) wee killed and 
about 200 injured. 

The Sikh leades of Jammu told 
"Ajit" that they do not know at that 
stage the vehicle carrying the por- 
traits of Satwant Singh and Kehar 
Singh joined the procession as it 
was not part of the planned pro- 
gramme. The leaders of the pro- 
cession have criticised the role of 
the Shiv Sena leader, Mr. Ashok 
Gupta, whose attitude was not 
conciliatory. They heard people in 
Purani Mandi shouting slogans 
like "Hindustan me rehna hoga, 
bande matram kehna hoga." Hun- 
dreds of shops and vehicles were 
burnt or badly damaged. The 
wanton killings and damge to 
property reminded the people of 
the riots in 1 947 and they said that 
they had become refugees for the 
second time in 41 years. 

Administrative Failure 

T he reports published by "Ajit" 
can be said to be biased but 
let us see what "Kashmir Times", 
an English daily brought out from 
Jammu and Srinagar, said in its 
front-page editorial on January 14. 
"From the very beginning the 
administration had bungled. It was 
clear even to a layman that ten- 
sion had been building up in the 


city for the last few days. The 
communal fanatics were in search 
of some alibi to incite the commu- 
nal passions and ignite communal 
fire. In the first place in such a sit- 
uation the government should 
have pursuaded the Sikh com- 
munity to postpone the proces- 
sion. Then even if the procession 
was taken out, the authorities 
should have made sufficient 
security arrangements and also 
taken care than no provocative 
slogans were raised. Even after 
the acts of violence had gripped 
several parts of the city, there was 
no trace of the police. Though the 
Army was called, there was no 
trace of it at vulnerable points. The 
Army personnel were confined 
either to the control room or guard- 
ing the VIPs. 

A delegation of the Shromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee 
and Akalis hasnot been allowed by 
the State government to go to 
Jammu to ascertain fact for them- 
selves but Mufti Mohammed 
Sayeed, Janata Dal leader, told 
reporters on January 20 after a 
three-day visit to Jammu that even 
though the DIG and other senior 
officials were in Udhampur, 60 
kilometers from Jammu, there was 
total collapse of the law and order 
machinefy. The officaldom pro- 
vided a golden oportunity to the 
fanatio Shiv Sena workers and 
other anti-social elements to carry 
out heinous deeds without any 
interference from the police. The 
days’s violence, according to him, 
was patterned on that which took 
place in Delhi in November 1984. 

Shiv Sena 

I n Bidar also a clear hand of the 
Shiv Sena was seen behind the 
violence against the Sikhs there. 
Reports emanating after careful 
investiation of Bidar riots sug- 
gested Congress(l) covert support 
to the Shiv Sena. In Jammu the 
role of the Shiv Sena was more 
strident and open. Here too it had 
the indirect support of the ruling 
National Conference supported by 
Congress(l) inasmuch as the 
police disappeared from the scene 
of violence. So far no Congress(l) 
leader of note has visited Jammu 
to assuage the feeling of the 
injured Sikhs. On the other hand, 
in the Andhra violence, not one but 
many Central Congress(l) leaders 
visited that State to castigate the 
ruling party there. 

Coming back to "Ajit", it has 
reported many incidents in which 
Hindus gave shelter to Sikhs and 
the Sikhs to Hindus in the midst of 
frenzied violence at the risk of per- 
sonal safety. The Gurpurab pro- 
cession had enterd the narrow 
lanes of the city when the pelting 
of stones and inflammable mater- 
ial started. Many processionists, 
including women and children ran 
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Tamil Nadu Elections 

Votes and seats: Interesting figures 


The following table gives key indicators on the Tamil Nadu Assembly 
elections 


Party name 


Seats 

contested 


Votes 

secured 


Percentage 

won 


Seats 

Deposit 


D.M.K. 

AIADMK-JL 

Congress(l) 

AIADMK-JR 

CPI(M) 

C.P. I. 

Janta Dal 
M.L. 

AIFB 

B.J.P. 

Lok Dal 

TNC-K 

INC-S 

INC-J 

INC-JB 

Independents 


Independents include Janta-Vijayaraghavan: 2 and ICP. 1 
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By V. Longer 

T he momentous visits of 
Prime Minister, Rajiv 
Gandhi, to China and 
Pakistan — the first visits 
of the Prime Minister of India to 
China and Pakistan in several 
decades — will ensure “peace and 
tranquility” on the borders of the 
nation. For the first time, a joint 
India-China working group has 
been set up to arrive at a "fair and 
reasonable settlement" of the 
Sino-lndian border problems 
within a recognised time frame. 
Likewise, Prime Minister, Rajiv 
Gandhi, made it clear that India 
would like to see a "strong, self- 
reliant, self-confident Pakistan". 
The new democratic set up in Pak- 
istan has held out assurance of 
"durable peace and the develop- 
ment of friendly and harmonious 
bilateral relations". This "momen- 
tum for peace" has aroused new 
hopes. It could lead to reduction of 
troops on the India-Pakistan bord- 
ers, provided, as Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi said, "the tension 
comes down". 

Indeed, the importance of 
n.~:'^nal security cannot be over- 
61 j^nasised. Saying that the 
i id forces of the country were 
ti^ie finest fettle and were cap- 
able of meeting the threats on all 
fronts, Prime Minister, Rajiv 
Gandhi, has consistently assured 
the armed forces of "the unstinted 



Friendship and Cooperation with 
the USSR in August 1971. 

The Seventies 

The decade of the Seventies 
commenced with an armed forces 
"better trained, equipped and 
organised than before". The chal- 
lenges were many. They grew out 
of the murky situation in the then 
East Pakistan where the Pakistan 
Army gave a blood bath to Dacca 
leading to the flow of refugees — 
eventually ten million — into India. 
India was forced into a military 
action. An excellent operation, fully 
synchronised, was conducted with 
lightning December 1971. When 
the India-Pakistan war ended, the 
political map of the Indian sub- 
continent had changed. When the 
Simla Agreement was concluded 
in 1972, it was earnestly hoped 
that India-Pakisan relations would 
be put on an even keel. 

But, unfortunately, it did not take 
long for the Simla spirit to evap- 
orate. And, it was in 1 972 itself that 

Pakistan had bounced over to the Nehru, rejected this. If the foreign mir to China. President (later Prime Minister) 

United States. Nehru offered a policies of India and Pakistan were Relations between India and Z.A. Bhutto of Pakistan decided to 

"No-War Pact" to Pakistan in 1 949 divergent, how could their defence Pakistan worsened progressively acquire the nuclear bomb. He 

.but Pakistan rejected the offer, policies alesre? leading to the Indo-Pak war of announced that he would go all 

placing a number of hurdles. The Another shadow was cast on 1965. out to make and mould the 

war in Korea in 1950 estranged the international canvas: The The Karakoram Highway, the- Pakistna Army into the finest fight- 

India and the United States but Sino-Soviet conflict, which had product of China-Pakistan coop- ing machine in Asia. General Zia- 

brought India and China closer, really commenced earlier, came to eration, completed in 1969, con- ul-Haq, coming after Bhutto, fol- 

Russia too showed warmth for the surface for the first time in necting the Sinkiang province of lowed suit. 

India. When China entered Tibet 1 959. Pakistan too saw its oppor- China with Gilgit, running menan- As the Seventies were ending, 
in 1 950, there were some appre- tunity and decided to make over- cingly over the head of India, pro- the security scenario in the Indian 

hensions. But, India laid great tures to China. This was viding free passage for men and sub-continent underwent a drastic 


Changing Patterns Of 
Defence Policy 


si^port of the entire nation". Con- 
fr hp to this, the 1 985-90 
iC efnce Plan has laid stress on 
tkQStnodernisation and replace- 
ment of equipment as also its 
upgradation. 

The Defence policies of the 
country have undergone a series 
of changes. Starting, after Inde- 
pendence, with 3 decade of 
peace, there was a decade of ser- 
ious concern with Pakistan and 
then China and, finally, with both. 
The seventies brought total 
triumph in the armed forces and 
the eighties placed India in a com- 
plex strategic environment. 

Beginnings 

By 1950, after the Kashmir, 
Hyderabad and Junagarh opera- 
tions, it was believed that the 
threat to India was only from Pak- 
istan. The northern border, with 
the Himalayan fastnesses, was 
considered secure. An attack from 
a first class power was non- 
existant. 

But, the international scene was 
changing fast: Prime Minister, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, had come back 
unhappy after his visit to the 
United States in October 1949. 


store by its avowed friendship with 
China. Treaties with security con- 
tents had, however, been con- 
cluded with Nepal, Bhutan and 
Sikkim. Some border posts too 
were raised in the Himalayan 
regions. 

In 1953-54, when Pakistan ent- 
ered the CENTO and the SEATO, 
Prime Minister Nehru saw the 
Cold War brought to the door- 
steps of liadia. India’s Treaty 
Agreement over Tibet with China 
(1954) was intended to make the 
northern borders safe. And in 
1955, friendship with the Soviet 
Union was firmed up. India had 
secured the friendship of both the 
USSR and China. This was con- 
sidered essential for the security 
of India. 

The political kaleidoscope took 
a nasty turn in 1959. Letters from 
Prime Minister, Chou-En-lai, the 
first India-China White Paper and 
the Khampa revolt in Tibet mir- 
rored the atmosphere. Also in 
March 1959, the United States and 
Pakistan concluded a Military 
Executive Agreement. Two 
months later, F.M. Ayub Khan, 
President of Pakistan, proposed a 
Joint Defence Pact with India. 
Understandably, Prime Minister, 


notwithstanding the anti- 
communist US military alliances 
which Pakistan had joined. 

India persisted in its efforts for 
peace through negotiations. Nev- 
ertheless, the unhappy events of 
October-November 1 962 could not 
be averted. 

Five Year Defence 
Plans 

In the post-1962 era, tne 
defence of the Himalayas added 
new dimensions to the responsi- 
bilities of the armed forces. 
Diverse and difficult problems 
related to terrain and climate had 
to be surmounted. The first Five 
Year Defence Plan (1964-69) was 
prepared to reorganise, expand, 
train and equip the armed forces 
with the latest and the most effec- 
tive weapons. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan and China 
had agreed to open negotiations 
"to locate and align their border". 
An agreement was reached in 
March 1963. This was inspite of 
the fact that Pakistan had no 
border with China and Pakistan 
was bartering away 21 00 sq. miles 
of illegally occupied Indian tereti- 
tory in Pakistan occupied Kash- 


material between China and Pak- 
istan is of great strategic value 
which India cannot ignore. 

The conflicts of 1 962 and 1 965, 
as also the nuclear explosion by 
China in October 1 964, influenced 
the operational planning and think- 
ing in the country. The threat to 
India on two fronts became dom- 
inant. Appropriate changes were 
made in the tactical and trainig 
concepts of the armed forces. 
Deficiencies were made good, the 
combat potential was increased, 
enemy tactical concepts were stu- 
died and more stress was laid on 
planning for defence which had to 
be a continuous process. A 
second Five Year Defence Plan 
(1969-74) was formulated. The 
Plan which was resource-based 
was, since 1970, updated by an 
annual review on a "roll-on” con- 
cept. Other Plans followed. 

1969 was another significant 
year. The United States wanted to 
build bridges with China and Pak- 
istan acted as a bridge-builder. As 
a reward Pakistan obtained US 
arms and an American "tilt" in its 
favour. The US-China-Pakistan 
link-up was met effectively by India 
through its treaty of Peace, 


change with the entry of the Soviet 
troops into Afghanistan. Coming 
close on the heels of the revolt in 
Iran, the entire strategic balance in 
West Asia was upset. The United 
States turned to Pakistan, placing 
it as a frontline State in their 
"strategic consensus". The United 
States decided to pour money and 
arms into Pakistan. Pakistan was 
also used as a conduit to carry 
arms and funds into various 
Afghan guerrilla groups who were 
harassing the Soviet forces and 
were used to "bleed" the Russians 
in Afghanistan. 

A six year (1 981-87) $ 3.2 billion 
economic and military aid package 
was sanctioned for Pakistan by the 
US Administration. Pakistan was 
also drawn into the US Central 
Command which was set up in 
January 1983. When the aid 
package ended in September 
1987, another $4.02 billion US 
economic aid programme was 
sanctioned for the years 1987 to 
1992. India has been protestig that 
the flow of the most modern and 
sophisticated arms and weapons, 
planes and tanks, missiles and the 
Airborne Warning and Control 
Systems, etc. would the strategic 
Continued on Page 7 
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Do Away With Dowry-Not The Bride 


G opinath got the 
news by wire from his 
village that he was the 
proud father of a baby 
girl. The new arrival was after a 
long wait of nearly four years of 
marriage. The man went round 
distributing sweets to all his friends 
and colleagues in his Delhi office. 
One who was told that it is a girl 
patted Gopinath with a solemn 
face and reassured him, "It is all 
right, nothing to get worried". The 
jovial young father was quick to 
react that he was only mystified 
about the other man’s long face. 

Within a few days of my witnes- 
sing this incident I saw my neigh- 
bour Suresh coming back from the 
hospital with his wife, mother and 
a tiny red face sticking out of a 
cloth bundle. The neighbourhood 
women flocked to see the child 
and there were some simple reli- 


pression, tension, twist, torque and 
impact from a number of factors. 

Interestingly enough, the dowry 
money is for acquiring things that 
will confer the western affluent 
style of life but there seems to be 
desperate attempts to cling on to 
old world ideas. In the advanced 
western societies marital differen- 
ces and separation may be of a 
greater frequency but, things like 
dowry and illtreatment on account 
of insufficient dowry might give 
quite a hearty laugh even to the 
most intractable ones who run to 
their psychiatrist or lawyers, at the 
smallest provocation. 

A recent news item from Delhi 
described in some detail the back- 
drop for one of those now-familiar 
dowry murders. The husband ran 
a small shop for household odds 
and ends. His parents were 
unschooled, the man retired from 


By S. Sivasankara Pilla 

and even murder is the sense of 
false prestige, ridiculous conform- 
ity to ideas and nonsensical value 
systems on the part ot both 
families — the bride's and the 
groom's. Combined with this 
comes the incurable twitch of par- 
ents to treat daughters as second 
class citizens in the family, grudg- 
ing them good higher education 
that can set them up on their 
own feet, refusing to give them a 
share of the family property and 
looking upon them from birth as 
someone else’s ‘property’. 

The Day She Was 
Born 

All this may come as incredible 
exaggerations to some commun- 


ents, comparisons with the pomp 
of earlier 'Bahu' arrivals and 
changing patterns of the insignia 
of social respectability. 

Dowry is an evil, a curse. Every 
line written or spoken against it 
and even the guarded, lukewarm 
steps taken by social workers or 
the authorities are commendable. 
The harassment and murder of a 
bride has to be dealt with as a 
crime. Motivation can make a 
small dent. But all these will 
amount to only moving away some 
dangerous weed, not ploughing 
and uprooting it. 

What are the root causes of the 
paranoid anxiety of the parents 
who give the girl in marriage and 
the equally frenetic hurry of the 
group receiving her to open her 
purse and inspect her luggage 
van? It is a known fact that among 
the Nairs of Kerala where the girl 


supporting person. 

Like the exclusive women’s 
medical college in the capital, 
there can be reservation of seats 
for girls in all courses of higher 
study and also for jobs. 

Life-style in most regions espe- 
cially in the big cities and towns 
creates tremendous pressures on 
filial relations and spatial adjust- 
ments even in middle and upper- 
middle income groups. Even 
where there are two or three earn- 
ing members each drawing pay 
packets of about Rs. 2,000 to 
3,000, there is no attempt to move 
into micro-family units. The ten- 
dency is to continue living under 
the same roof even after the two 
sons get married and after their 
children start arriving. This means 
some eight or nine people live in 
two or three rooms. 



gious rites. Now, within a week, it his plumber’s job. The girl’s father ities like the matriarchal Nairs of gets her share of property (strictly LUT6d By Glib Talk 

is difficult to recognise in him the had been slogging for some ten Kerala or some tribal groups but speaking more, for she gets equal 

energetic, all-smiles Suresh who years-in Muscat. Put two and two for the great majority of Indians it shares in the names of her off- Now a look at some of the 

had taken his wife to the mater- together: the groom’s side pro- is a partriarchial system with male spring) post-marital clashes based 'crude', mundane needs of the 

nity home. The arrival of a girl has jected themselves as Delhi busi- domination still. The parents who on the girl’s ’package’ are almost newly married couple that are now 

saddened, aged and alienated nessmen. The girl’s father wanted beat their chests, roll on the floor unknown. And, we must not forget perhaps being met by some form 

h* m - his daughter to go to a home more and reluctantly go to the police on that along with the 1 dowry killings' of payments by the bride’s father 

‘Dowry’ is the word, it seems comfortable than his own and a the alleged murder of their in the capital we also read, news in cash or kind. A young person 

right from the day a girl is born in husband successful and prosper- daughter had already alienated reports about mothers abandoning may be living more or less com- 

the family. A word for which die- ous in business. So he paid themselves from the offspring, the their baby girls and sex determi- fortably on his income and also 

tionaries give the rgeaning "money through his nose and promised to day she was born. The half- nation tests of foetus followed by managing to contribute his mite to 

or property brought by the bride to give much more, a flat, a Maruti hearted efforts in organising her ‘killing’ of female foetuses. And the family living somewhere else 

her husband". But certainly there Van. After all, wasn't he in the marriage is more in the nature of except in the rare combination of and depending on him to some 

must be some sense in the ety- ‘Gulf country? performing a civic duty like remit- rich, educated and progressive extent. When he is to get married 

mology of the other meaning Like the bartender who diluted ting the taxes. The right to prop- homes girls grow up as second and start his own family, living in 
given:,"talent, natural gift.” the drink and got paid with coun- erty, a drab mundane thing class citizens in their own houses, a small home of his own, there will 

v terfeit money, both sides must intrudes into the colourful, scented Though administratively, in prin- naturally be heavy expenditure. 

Who Cheats Whom? have been left wondering who bedroom of even the honeymoon ciple, women’s lib, and all that, the This will happen even if he marries 

cheated whom. And then the girl couple. The girls don’t inherit a Indian society, even the upper a working girl. If they pool their 

The capita! papers these days naturally becomes the butt of har- share of the property in most crust, cannot think of giving girls nest-eggs to the pre-marriage 

have on ah average some dozen assment as she is not self- communities. Making amend- education and jobs and then days it would not be enough to 

"dowry deaths” a week reported supporting, she is the weaker sex, ments for this, they are given arranging their marriage no differ- meet the extra expenditure on rent 

from Delhi and suburbs. There and she automatically accepts the money and things at the time of ent from that of the boys. Not a and building advances, larger 

seems to be a mysterious process failure and guilt of her parents. marriage. How many mutually settling of debt or obligation but home needs, purchase of furni- 

undergone by the society The single biggest contributing conflicting factors come into play just giving help and guidance to a ture, utensils and essential gad- 

strangely put to forces of com- factor in all the harassment, tortur then! The expectations of the par- competent and self-sufficient self- Continued on Page-] 2 
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that the SGPC was made into the 
monster that it has become. The 
local Gurudwara Committees 
were brought under the direct 
charge of the SGPC. Their income 
too got centralised into a pool and 
by now the SGPC functions more 
or less like a state within a state. 
This was done by the Congress 
Party through an amendment of 
the SGPC Act in 1949. 


In plain words, while it is easy 
to blame the SGPC for its numer- 
ous acts of omission and commis- 
sion, the fact of the matter is that 
this was not how it had been orig- 
inally visualised. What has hap- 
pened now is that because, after 
1 947, the ruling party chose to mix 
religion and politics, a situation 
arose when the Golden Temple 
passed into the hands of those 
who could not be handled except 
through the use of force. 

Role of Tohra 


The man with an extraordinary 
talent for converting the SGPC into 
a personal fiefdom was Gurcharan 
Singh Tohra. His role is referred to 
with disapproval by everyone day 
in and day out. But nobody stops 
to enquire into how it all became 
possible. 

AVlt became possible because for 
^—4 long years there was no elec- 
tion to the SGPC. All kinds of con- 
stitutioral and not so constitutional 
reasons were trotted out to post- 
pone the election. It was only the 
insistence of the Akalis (then in 
power in Punjab) which made 
election to the SGPC possible in 
1979. Since then there has been 
no election. Things have been dif- 
ficult without question. While one 
can argue that elections to the 
SGPC cannot be held in view of 
the unsettled conditions in that 
state, there is also a view that one 
way of solving that problem, at 
least partially, would be to hold 
elections to the SGPC. Which one 
of them represents a sound strat- 
egy will continue to be debated, 
there is no justification what- 
'^■aver for not holding elections to 
la DSGMC. 

The situation in Delhi is not dis- 
turbed in the sense in which it is 
disturbed in Punjab. Several other 
elections have been held in Delhi 
and this election too can be held 
without any difficulty. The current 
take over by a group of Congress 
(I) — backed goons who have 
managed to bring about defections 
amongst the members of the 
DSGMC elected as long ago as 
1979, is a political fraud. It may 
help the ruling party in its political 
manoevres but it certainly cannot 
help the cause of separating reli- 
gion from politics. 

The news of this ‘capture’ was 
flashed in the newspapers for a 
few days but most people have 
forgotten about it by now. The new 
management, in tune with the 
powers that be at the Centre, has 
taken over and is functioning as 
directed or desired. As stated ear- 
lier, in actual functioning there is 
hardly any difference between 
these who have been thrown out 


and those who have taken over. 
But the violation of democratic 
norms and the premium placed on 
the ‘inaction’ of Delhi Administra- 
tion points towards a combination 
of forces which is deadly for the 
polity. 

Limited View 

Almost everybody, including the 
Opposition, treats the whole incid- 
ent as a Sikh = affair. That is to take 
a very limited view of what has 
happened. It is nothing more and 
nothing less than this that, by 
virtue of its power at the Centre., 
the political bosses have captured 
the Delhi Gurdwara Committee 
through a manoeuvre which is 
patently bogus and through a 
group of people whose bonafides 
are highly questionable. 

What should be done in the sit- 
uation? The obvious answer is that 
elections should be held within the 
next few months. As far as the pol- 
iticla atmosphere in Delhi is con- 
cerned, there will be no setback of 
any kind to it and should the Delhi 
Administratins take a view which 
is different from the one stated 
above, it would be an instance of 
tutored evidence rather than a 
genuine reading of the situation. 

Secondly it is of crucial impor- 
tance that those who have bene- 
fited from the coup as a result of 
the connivance of the Administra- 
tion are deprivd of this benefit. The 
obvious way to do it is to ensure 
that the provisions of the relevant 
Act are complied with. In terms of 
this Act, no one can hold office for 
more than two consecutive years. 
Each member of the Executive 
Committee has benefited from the 
non-enforcement of this particular 
provisin by several years. What is 
required therefore is that the Gen- 
eral House be convened and a 
new Executive Commitee be elec- 
ted. This would automatically 
exclude those who have been 
benefited from the recent capture 
of the OSGMC DGPC and their 
subsequent conduct of playing the 
official game because they are 
afraid of losing power. 

Police Connivance 

In 1 982 the court fixed the date 
and time of the election. That was 
violated with the connivance of the 
police. Another similar petition is 
pending now. All that the goven- 
ment has to do is not to oppose it 
and then the law would take its 
own course and another election 
would be held. What is of crucial 
importance is the fact that the kind 
of gangesterism that has been 
perpetrated is not rewarded. Let 
us not proceed on the assumption 
that we have bid goodbye to the 
rule of law in this country and, 
equally important, that separating 
religion from politics is not only a 
slogan but, once in a while, can 
also be translated into practice. 

In any case, holding a new elec- 
tion, due since 1983, is something 
so obvious that to quibble about it 
is nothing else except an instance 
both of bad faith and bad govern- 
ment. 


Widespread Sadness 
and Fear Grip Jammu 


By R.S. Chattwai 


W ho know that Sikhs 
reciting Gurbani with 
visible joy and hap- 
piness on their faces 
would not come back alive or thier 
young children in their beautiful 
school dresses in the procession 
would be welcomed by the self 
appointed "Patriot Thekedars" of 
our country with bricks, stones, 
soda water bottles, Gas cylinders 
and buckets full of boiling water. 
The magnitude of the intensity and 
spread of the attack on innocent 
and unsuspecting Sikh men, 
women and children, were unex- 
pected and unprecedent, coupled 
with the total disappearance of 
police, telephone lines becoming 
dead, no immediate response 
from fire brigade and appeals from 
DIG and SSP for reinforcement 
having no effect-gives rise to a 
positive suspicion that it was pre- 
planned and was an outcome of a 
nefarious conspiracy. 

During these riots 1 1 persons (9 
men and 2 women) all Sikhs lost 
their lives, 93 were injured 
although unofficially 13 persons 
were beaten to death and over 
200 are injured, four of them ser- 
iously injured are admitted in PGI 
Chandigarh. 

In Jammu, Sikhs take out only 
one procession in a year on the 
occassion of birthday of Guru 
Gobind Singh. The procession this 
year was attached at — Purani 
Mandi. The attackers did not 
bother to see that small children 
were being hit. In protecting them 
many men and women received 
the projectiles on their arms result- 
ing in many of them having broken 
arms. The trouble spread to the 
whole town in matter of minutes. 
Some Sikhs from the procession 
ran to Bus Stand to leave the town 
in haste. But rumour was spread 
at Bus Stand that Sikhs are rush- 
ing to attack the Bus stand. The 


vast number of workers at Bus 
stand chased every Sikh sighted 
there and thus resulting in massive - 
killing and brutal injuries as well as 
arson to Petrol Pump and other 
shops there. This is being 
described as "Khoon Ki Holi”. 

This massacre, looting and 
burning of Sikh property carried on 
for 5 hours and ended only on arri- 
val of army. When some injured 
Sikhs were taken to MG hospital, 
the attackers chased them there 
and further mercilessly beat them. 
Even now, a lonly Sikh if sighted, 
is surrounded by the Sena and 
thrashed brutally. 

Good Citizens 

I n many instances Hindus, inde- 
ference to the wishes of the kil- 
lers, gave shelter to Sikhs — 
women and children. Muslims also 
extending help wherever possible. • 
Sikhs are particularly appreciative 
of the staff of water works deptt. 
(all Hindus) which gave shelter to 
many Sikh women and 
children — who from there could 
see the plight of the Sikhs outside. 

Maximum commercial loss 
occured in Purani Mandi where 52 
shops owned by refugees from 
Pakistan are completely burnt. 
These shop owner Hindus and 
Sikhs, allege that Govt. Admini- 
stration wanted to remove them 
from there to build a park. Now, 
they are being readily offered 
alternate accomodation in Ragh- 
unath Bazar. 

Welfare Council 

A Sikh welfare council of 31 
members with S.M.S. Tandon 
as convener has been formed. 
The council has given Rs. 
5,000/-to each family of person 
killed. The council has demanded 
100% compensation from State 


Govt for the loss suffered. It has 
appealed for generous donation 
from the Public for early rehabili- 
tation of victims. Council has 
alleged that real culprits of the riots 
have not been arrested. The police 
is aggresive in areas where Sikhs 
are living. A new deputy Commis- 
sioner has been posted who is 
striving to bring peace in the town 
early. 

Malicious Intensions 

S uch widespread sudden 
flareup against Sikh 
community- in Bidar a few months 
back and now in Jammu show 
how the mind of a people has 
been polluted and brain washed 
against Sikhs by constant doses of 
poisoning by official Media and 
Press. The situation now is ever 
ripe throughout the country and 
can be exploited whenever local 
administration and police can be 
pressurised by the politicians in 
whatever garb they may be. In this 
year of the election, central lea- 
dership is likely to play the Sikh 
card again with more malicious 
intentions. Its action so far shows 
that the attack would be in States 
where it wants to denigrade and 
destabilise the non-congress 
Govts. In Bidar it was Janta Govt 
and in Jammu it may be to pres- 
surise Farook. Another similarty is 
close association with a prominent 
religious occassion Ganesh Cha- 
turthi in Bidar and in Jammu Gur- 
purab procession. When and 
where will be the next 
onslought — which religious occas- 
sion will be exploited next! Sikhs 
will have to stand united and face 
the situations with courage and 
conviction in the bonafides of the 
Constitution to defeat the evil 
intentions of the section of the 
people which is bent upon driving 
a wedge between the communi- 
ties. 


Defence Policy 


balance in the sub-continent. 
Further, based on past experien- 
ces, the US arms were most likely 
to be used against India. 

According to well-informed 
reports of US experts, their intel- 
ligence agencies and the Western 
Press, Pakistan was on the verge 
of acquiring a nuclear bomb. 
Added to this is the superpower 
politics of the Indian Ocean involv- 
ing three nuclear States — USA, 
USSR, China. 

All Cut For Peace 

Reacting to the nuclear threat 
from Pakistan, Prime minister, 
Rajiv Gandhi, had on several 
occasions indicated that, if 
required, India "will give an ade- 
quate response" to the Pakistani 
threats and the "Indian people will 
not be found wanting”. But fortu- 
nately, after the recent meeting 


between the Prime Ministers of 
India and Pakistan, there has been 
a marked change in Indo-Pak rela- 
tions. Prime Minister, Rajiv 
Gandhi, has said that he had no 
reason to doubt the authenticity of 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto’s 
statement that Pakistan did not 
have a nuclear-weapons pro- 
gramme. In keeping with this, the 
India-Pakistan agreement not to 
attack each others nuclear facili- 
ties, is a security measure reaf- 
firming the ambience of amity. 

The ethnic disturbances of Sri 
Lanka which commenced in July 
1983 and gathered momentum 
over the years, brought to the fore 
various forces which bode ill for 
the security of India: The flow of 
foreign arms into Sri Lanka; the 
appeal of Sri Lanka to foreign 
powers for military help; the 
presence of foreign mercenaries; 


Continued from page 5 

the employment of .oreign intelli- 
gence agencies; growing Paki- 
stani military interest in Sri Lanka; 
the likely use of Sri Lankan ports 
by foreign navies etc. The July 
1 987 India-Sri Lanka Accord suc- 
cessfully stymied these moves. 
Indian security interests were pro- 
tected through the Accord. The 
Indian Peace Keeping Force 
which was sent to Sri Lanka as a 
part of the Accord and did excel- 
lent work there, will won be pulled 
out as its taks is completed. The 
pull-out has already started. 

The recent fourth SAARC 
summit has underscored the 
importance of peace and coope- 
ration in South Asia. It is hoped 
peace will prevail. (PIB) 

(V. Longer, a former Advisor in the 
Government of India is the author of 
a number of books on Defence). 
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The Hindi Film In 19* 


T.M. RAIV 


C atastrophic and 
paradoxical could, per- 
haps, be the apt words 
to describe the Hindi 
film scene today. On the one hand, 
several leading veteran film- 
makers, who have been deeply 
involved in Hindi films over the 
past several years, are predicting 
nothing but doom for the industry, 
while on the other, more and more 
productions of hindi films are going 
on merrily. While many seasoned 
film-makers' are idle and turning, 
perhaps, to new pastures like 
video films for the TV screen, sev- 
eral new producers and directors 
have emerged to keep the indus- 
try alive. According to the leading 
producers and distributors in the 
industry, the new comers in the 
field are, perhaps, smugglers, 
drug-peddlers and black marke- 
teers. 

The financial chaos in the Hindi 
film industry has almost reached 
such catastrophic proportions that 
it would be impossible for the 
industry to recover and make any 
progress worthwhile. This is the 
view of many producers, who have 
been in the field for a long time. 
The prices of every commodity 
required for film making including 
the star prices, not to speak of the 
various taxes imposed by the gov- 
ernment, have escalated to such 
an extent that no producer worth 
the name is willing to stake his 
reputation and resourcs to make 
new films. 

An average Hindi film, which 
used to cost approximately Rs. 40 
lakhs [40,00,000] some years ago, 
now costs nearly a crore of rupees 
[Rs 100,00,000] or even more. 
The return on the investment, 
which is never guaranteed on 
account of the speculative nature 


of the business, is so low or prac- 
tically nil that any producer, who 
ventures into making hindi films is 
certain to become bankrupt. That 
is why no good producer is ready 
to take the risk and come forward 
to make films. 

10 Buyers 

O ut nearly films realsed during 
the year (1 988), over 80 films 
have flopped miserably. Except for 
one or two films, the rest of the 
films have barely recouped their 
cost. Out of the 415 Hindi films 
censored during the last three 
years, only 53 have found buyers 
for all the territories. About 200 
films have been sold for some ter- 
ritories, while more than 150 films 
are rotting in the cans without any 
buyer for any territory. The over- 
seas market too has virtually col- 
lapsed. About six years ago, the 
export figures of the Gulf were Rs. 
5.36 cores, the UK Rs. 2.57 crores 
and the US Rs. 85 lakhs. Today for 
the Gulf, they are Rs. 1 .97 crores, 
UK Rs. 29 lakhs and to the US 
only Rs. 2 lakhs. 

The larger economic picture is 
also grim. The producer raises his 
finance at usurious rates of inter- 
est and if he makes a small-budget 
film with less-knwon artistes, there 
is no scope of selling the film and 
recovering even one per cent of 
the cost of production. If he has to 
sell his film, he bas to go in for the 
current favourite top stars by 
paying their astronomical fees and 
that necessarily involves him into 
big-budget production. This 
vicious circle almost strangulates 
the film-makers. The sheer busi- 
ness of co-ordinating the artistes, 
the music directors and all the 
other factors connected with 


film-making requires a superhu- 
man effort. 

The Stars 

T he stars fare a law unto 
themselves. Most of them 
simply dictate to the producers, 
who have no choice but to obey 
and comply with their wishes, 
however unreasonable they may 
be. They are involved in so many 
films that they cannot devote 
enough time for any one film. 

At the beginning of September 
1988 the film schedules of the 
stars were as below: 

Amitabh Bachchan 12 films 
Dev Anand 3 films 
Dharmendra 37 films 
Dalip Kumar 3 films 
Feroze Khan 2 films 
Govinda 51 films 
Jeetendra 30 films 
Jackie Shroff 16 films 
Manoj Kumar 4 films 
Mithun Chakravarty 51 films 
Rajkumar 5 films 
Rajesh Khanna 9 films 
Rishi Kapoor 22 films 
Sunil Dutt 5 films 
Shatrughan Sinha 35 films 
Sanjay Dutt 38 films 
Sunny Deol 16 films 
Vinod Khanna 27 films 
Amrita Singh 12 films 
Anita Raj 26 films 
Dimple Kapadia 29 films 
Farah 15 films 
Hema Malini 1 1 films 
Jaya Prada 21 films 
Kimi Katkar 37 films 
Madhuri Dixit 16 films 
Mandakaini 29 films 
Meenakshi Seshadri 23 films 
Neelam 15 films 
Rekha 10 films 
Sonam 26 films 
Sri Devi 14 films. 


Qayamat-se-Qayamat tak : Biggest hit 



A star arriving late on the sets 
can cause havoc with the cost of 
production. This has become 
today a routine matter in the Hindi 
film industry. To add to the travails 
of the film-maker is the omnipre- 
sent threat of failure at the box- 
office, the probability of which is 
high, very high. With the present 
conditions being what they are, 
one would suppose that anyone in 
his right mind would not venture 
into such a dicey endeavour. In 
spite of the businessbeing such a 


A government 
reaps a huge 
revenue 
through the film 
industry is 
strangely indif- 
ferent to its pro- 
blems. 



INDIAN CINEMl 


The agens of the Lumiere Brothers of France (Auguste and Louii 
demonstrated their new invention on July 7, 1896, at Watson’s HoU 
Esplanade Mansion (on Mahatma Gandhi Road, opposite the Princ 
of Wales Museum). It was barely six months after the marvel of tf 
century took the Paris audiences by storm. The show consisted of s 
little films — Entry of the Cinematographe, Arrival of a Train, The St 
Bath, A Demolition, Leaving the Factory, Ladies and Soldiers on Wheel 
Later, Calcutta was introduced to moving pictures towards the end < 
1896 and Madras, the following year. 

1899: First indigenously produced films Harishchandra Sakaram Bha 
wadekar’s (Sawe Dada) The Wrestlers and The Man and the Monke 
1913: First totally indigenous silent feature film-Dada Saheb Palke 
(Father of Indian Cinema) Raja Harishchandra released on May 3, 1 911 
3,700 ft. long. 

1917: India’s first box-office hit — Lanka Dahan made by Dadasahe 
Phalke. f v 

1919: First feature film of the South — Keecbaka Vadham oi • ah Ind 
made by R. Nataraja Mudaliar C 

1921: First social satire film with a contemporary backgrour,-^-Dhir< 
Ganguly of Calcutta produced, England Returned. 

1924: First International Film (English) — Light of Asia, Produa 
Himansu Rai; Director: Franz Osten. 

1931: First Talkie. — Ardeshir Irani's Alam Ara (Imperial Film Co)1 0,5( 
ft. long, made at a cost of Rs. 40,000. Was released on March 4, 191 
at the Majestic Cinema in Bombay. 

First Song: — De De Khuda Ke Naam ParPyare, was a highlight of tl 
film Alam Ara (Sung by W.M. Khan ). The year 1 931 marked the begi 
ning of the talkie era in South India. The first Talkie in Telugu and Tarr 
Bhaktha Prahlad and Kalidasa, were released in the same year. . 
1933: Introduction of background mustic — Puran Bhakti 
1934: First Indian films shown abroad — East India Company's Set 
directed by Debaki Bose, Prabhat’s Amarjyoti (1936) directed by 
Shantaram and Prabhat’s Sant Tukaram (1 937) directed by Damle at 
Fatehlal. 

First film with tracking shot — Amrit Manthan directed by V. Shantarar 
1 935: Introduction of Playback Songs in Indian Films: — New Theatre 
Dhoop Chaon. 

1937: First successful indigenous colour film — Ardeshir Irani’s Kisi 
Kanya. 

First technology break-through:-Ardeshir Irani's Color Process 
1941: India’s first feature film in Engjish-Wadia Movietone’s The Cot 
Dancer, Released in USA. 

1947: First Indian Film to win an award abroad — Chetan Anand 
Neecha Nagar in Hindi won the Grand Prix Award in the First Into 
national Film Festival, Cannes. 
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gamble, more films continue to be 
made, making nonsense of the 
economic logic of supply and 
demand. 

Rampant video piracy 

T here are said to be over 
5,000 illegal video parlours in 
Bombay alone — and television 
viewing have contributed a great 
deal to the poor attendance at 
cinema houses, resulting in terri- 
ble losses in revenue. It is a matter 

The financial 

chaos in Hindi 
i film industry has 
almost reached 
catastrophic 
proportions. It 
would be impos- 
sible to recover 
I the money 
invested. 


;S MILESTONES 


1952: First International Film Festival of India-Held at Bombay in early 
’1952. 

1953: The film that opened a new chapter in the annals of Indian 
Cinema: — Satyajit Ray’s Pather Panchali, which created a sensation 
with its new style of lyrical realism. It got national and international rec- 
ognition. 

awards 

-1956: IX International Film Festival, Cannes: Prize for "Best human 
Document" Edinborough Film festival: Diploma of merit, Manila Film Fes- 
tival: Golden Caribao Award. 

-1957: International Film Exhibition, San Francisco; First Prize. 

-1958: International Film Festival, Vancouver: First Prize Second Strat- 
ford International Film Festival, Canada: First Prize. 

-1SS.9: Afro-Arts Theatre, New York: Cultural Award for the "Best For- 
eij ''llm" shown. 

-19' ; First Colour Film: Ambalal Patel’s Pamposh 

-19^: First Cinemascope Film — Guru Dutt’s KaagazKe Phool (B&W) 

lensed by V.K. Murthy 

-1960: Film Finance Corporation (FFC)-Government of India set up Film 
Finance Corporation Ltd to promote the production of good cinema. (Its 
successor is the National Film Development Corporation of today.) 
-1967: First 70 mm film: Around the World: Produced and directed by 
Pachi). 

-1971 : First technological lead in the world:-Dr. Chandrakant Marathe’s 
mirror Screen Arrangement (MSA) installed in Poona (now Pune). 
-1975: FFC was merged with the Indian Motion Picture Export Cor- 
poration (IMPEC)and is now known as National Film Development Cor- 
poration (NFDC). 

-Biggest box — office grosser: Sholay: Directed by Ramesh Sippy. 
-1978: First Panavision film — Krishna Shah’s Shalimar. 

-1980: First Technovision Film — Feroz Khan’s Qurbani. 

-1982: First 35 mm film re-issued in 70 mm format -V. Jojo’s My Dear 
Kuttichathan, a Malayalam film. 


WORLD RECORDS 

Maximum Appearances as leading Man: 
Prem Nazir (over 600 films) 

Maximum Playback Songs: 

Lata Mangeshkar (over 20,000 songs) 


of fact that the hypnotic power of 
the Cinema has in the last decade, i 
been taken over by video and tele- 
vision. This apart, the standard of 
films has deteriorated to such a low 
level that no decent family, looking 
for wholesome entertainment, is 
tempted to go to the cinemas. 
Mindlessand mind-boggling vio- 
lence has become the order of the 
day especially in Hindi films. 
Further, the conditions of the 
cinema houses are so 
abominable-bad projection, 
uncomfortable atmosphere -that 
the average filmgoer has no 
choice but to avoid the cinema 
house as plague. 

The cinema-owners point out 
that the dismal attendance of the 
audience has resulted in their poor 
maintenance. Quite a few of them 
have sold away their properties 
and in theirplaces, shopping com- 
plexes and hotels have been built 
up. While the industry is crying for 
more cinema houses, the paradox 
is that even the existing cinema 
houses are being converted into 
housing and shopping complexes. 

Successful Cinema 

I n 1987, 150 Hindi films were cer- 
tified for exhibition, one third of 
which was restricted for adult 
viewing. The successful films were 
Pratighaat, Mr. India, Hukumat, 
Aag Hi Aag, Insaniyat Ke Dush- 
man, Khudgarz, Marte Dam Tak 
and Sindoor. Among the farily 
successful films, mention should 
be made of Mirch Masala, Dance 
n Dance, Hawalat and Kudrat Ka 
Kanoon. 

The best film of the year 1988 
(according to the author) was of 
course Vijaya Mehta’s Pestonjee. 

It is an exceptional film, which fol- 
lowes the rule of fine movie- 
making, with a story to tell and a 
comment to make — a perfect col- 
laboration between writer and 
director, actors and camera. It is 
a civilized, utterly literate celebra-c 
tion of the human comedy in all its 
aspects. Based on a short story by 
B.K. Karanjia, the film, ably 
directed by Vijaya Mehta, vivifies 
not only the customs and ecentric- 
ities of the minority Parsi commun- 
ity, but also etches a portrait of true 
friendship. The director gets to the 
heart of the odd couple, player, 
superbly by Naseeruddin Shfih 
and Anupam Kher, and shows the 
tradition in which the Parsi com- 
munity lives in Bombay. As a 
matter of fact, Naseeruddin Shah 
in the role of Pherozshah gives the 
most outstanding performance of 
his career. It is a film, which 
deserves a wide audience. 

Another important film deserv- 
ing praise is Gulzar’s Ijaazat. To 
some extent, it could be even 
classified as a poem in celluloid. 
The misen-scene showing the 
accidental meeting of the 
estranged couple (Naseeruddin 
Shah and Rekha) in the waiting 


room of a small railway station and 
the nuances that follow are the 
highlights of the film. Another 
important film was of course Raj 
Babbar’s AndhaaYudh, all about 
terrorism and the evils behind it. 

During the year (1988) under 
review, the quantity of films pro- 
duced and certified is expected to 
be higher than that of the last year. 
By the middle of the year, as many 
as 102 Hindi films were certified. 
Of the total films certified during 
the year, it is estimated that at 
least 1 00 films would see the light 
of day. The biggest hit of the year 
was Nasir Hussain’s Qayamat Se 
Qayamat Tak, a love story, which 
ends in tragedy. The phenomenal 
success of this film should serve 
as a shot in the arm for the Hindi 
film industry. 

The Trends 

O f the other films, the the fairly 
successful ones were Sha- 
henshah, Amitabh’s latest release, 
Kaalchakra, a story of medico and 
a cop, Kahan Tak Chup Rahungi, 
Warris (the last film of the late 
Smita Patil), Hatya, which could be 
described as the Hindi version of 
Eye Witness, Vijay, director Yash 
Chopra’s latest about two busi- 


ness tycoons, Khoon Bhari Mang, 
a story of a woman’s evenge and 
Zakhmee Aurat, which has a sim- 
ilar theme. 

The trend of production, as indi- 
cated earlier, is more towards 
depicting violence on the screen. 
This has really become a predom- 
inant feature of most of the Hindi 
films. Gone are the good old days, 
when the audiences were treated 
to films which projected entertain- 
ment with a social purpose. The 
argument of a majority of film- 
makers is that they are in the bus- 
iness to mak a good living by cat- 
ering to the tastes of the audience. 
Changing the tastes of the audi- 
ences to better cinema is indeed 
a formidable task. It is here that the 
Government should step in and do 
something about it. 

A government that reaps a 
whooping revenue through the film 
industry is strangely indifferent to 
its problems. Ineffective legislative 
and inefficient administrative mea- 
sures and an unreasonable taxa- 
tion policy have pushed the 
industry to the precipice. Unless 
the downward plunge is stopped, 
the day is not far off when the 
industry will crash disastrously. 

Figures compiled by T.M.R. and 
others. 



Pestonjee : Best film 
Tanias : Travails of partition 
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N early eighteen years 
ago, nine years before I 
came to Tapovan at the 
service of leprosy 
patients, the Lord introduced me 
to my perpetual Guru in a drama- 
tic manner. The dramatic touch 
remains in my heart every instant 
and that ensures the Faith, with 
His grace, that THERE IS 
NOTHING THAT THE SHABAD 
GURU, Guru Granth Sahib, 
cannot do. During a REN SABHAI 
kirtan at Gurdwara Bangla Sahib 
in New Delhi, in one hymn being 
sung at the feet of Guru Harki- 
shan, the destroyer of all Pain by 
his darshan alone. He not only 
granted perpetual ANAND 
(SUKH) but also changed the 
course of my life and that hymn 
was: 

JE TOUN MITAR ASADARA IK 
BHORI NA VICHHOR 
(If you are my friend, do not for- 
sake me even for an instant). The 
ecstasy, the rapture, the thrill of 
that moment at 2 a.m. in the early 
hours of 11th October, 1970 (the 
night between 10th and 11th) is 
ALWAYS FRESH, so fresh that 
with tears in my eyes I envision 
myself as the subject of the follow- 
ing words of my Gurus: 

KURBAN JAIN US VELA SUHAVI 
JIT TUMRE DWARE AY A 
NANAK KAU PRABH BHAYE 
KIRPALA SATGUE POORA 
PAY A 

(I am sacrifice unto that precious 
moment when I called at Thy door; 
Gracious Lord showed His grace 
to Nanak and I found the Perfect 
Master) 

Yes, that perfect Master, Guru 
Granth Sahib has blessed me with 
perpetual ANAND. It is no halluc- 
ination, because ANAND is in-built 
in every word, every command 
and every deed of the Gurus and 
Bhaktas in the Holy Scripture. You 
can read from every verse the 
condition in which it is sung. Even 
the shriek that sprouts from Kabir 
is symptomatic of ANAND symbo- 
lising the PAIN arising from sep- 
aration. Let us see: 

MOWN VAR I MUKH PHER 
PYARE, KARVAT DE MOKAU 
KAHE KO MARE KARVAT 
BHALA NA KARVAT TER I, LAG 
GALE SUN BENTI MERI. 

(O my Lord, turn Thy face towards 
me; why do you kill me by turning 
your back? The dagger is better 
than your turn-about; Embrace 
me, Lord and listen to my pleas) 
Why I say so is that only the heart 
which has experienced ANAND 
can express the Pain. And I am 
reminded of this shabad of Kabir 
when he proclaims to the world: 
AB TAU JAYE CHADHE SINGA- 
SAN MILE HAIN SARANGPANI 
RAM KABlRA EK BHAYE HA IN 
KOE NA SAKE PACHHANI. 

(Now I sit myself at His seat 
because I have found the Lord; 
Ram and Kabir have become 
ONE; none can recognise) 

Guru’s Anand 

Indeed, Guru Amar Das has 
promised in his ANAND SAHIB 
that there is no ANAND in the 
world comparable to the ANAND 
granted by the Guru. This piece is 


On the occasion of 400 years of "Hari Mandir" 


"Anand" (Ecstasy) In 
Guru Granth Sahib. 


an attempt to re-create the dimen- 
sions of the painless life that the 
Guru effortlessly builds for the Sikh 
on the basis of the commands of 
Guru Granth Sahib/ In my early 
years of learning at the feet of my 
Lord, I used to say: "Practice 
whole-heartedly for 24 hours even 
one command of the Master in 
your daily life and if you are not 
relieved of your anguish, CUT MY 
THROAT." Even today my faith is 
unshaken; in fact over the years I 
have discovered with infinite grace 
of my Master that there is no mys- 
tique about it. The commands 
stress the point in every field of 
activity that Peace lies at the feet 
of the Guru and this Peace devel- 
opping in the ANAND of everlast- 
ing value is attainable with the 
grace of the Guru, but not years by 
bowing to the Guru as if it were an 
idol. The agony of our lives per- 
sists only because we do not study 
the Shabad-Guru; if we study, we 
shall learn about what the Guru 
says and if we put into practice 
what we have learnt, we shall 
rejoice at the blooming feeling of 
Peace that the practice produces; 
ANAND is a state of mind and 
whatever Guru teaches concerns 
the mind: 

JO GUR DIYA SO MAN KE,KAAM 
(Whatever Guru has granted con- 
cerns the internal working) 

Let us have a look at the 2 1st pauri 
of ANAND SAHIB: 

JEKO SIKH GURU SETI SAN- 
MUKH HOWE 

HOWE TAN SANMUKH SIKH 
KOI JIO RAHE GUR NAALE 
GURKE CHAR AN HIRDY 
DHIAYE ANTAR AATME 
SAMALE 

AAP CHHAD SADA RAHE 
PARNE GUR BIN AVAR NA 
JAANE KOE 

KAHE NANAK SUNO SANTO SO 
SIKH SANMUKH HOE. 

In stead of just translating this 
paudi. I venture to submit the 
import in devotion. The Guru and 
the Sikh are two entities only upto 
the time when the Sikh WISHES 
to learn. Once the Guru has 
granted his grace and once the 
Guru has lifted him from the 
quagmire of worldliness, the Sikh 
merges in the Guru EVEN IF HE 
IS PERFORMING ALL 
WORLDLY DUTIES AND IS LIKE 
ANY OTHER ORDINARY 
PERSON WORKING FOR HIS 
LIVELIHOOD. But then HE 
REMAINS IN THE PRESENCE 
OF THE GURU, i.e. SANMUKH. 
The result is that this presence of 
the Guru is installed in his soul, 
heart and mind. The Sikh does not 
perform the ritual of "Waheguru, 
waheguru" with his tongue but his 
interior of the soul is drenched in 
the love of the Guru and the feet 
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of Gyan-Surma. Then Comes the 
real hard lesson which envisages 
BREAKING OF ATTACHMENT 
not only in words but ANDRON 
(from the core of one’s heart). The 
Shabad then can truly bring the 
disciple into shape. Now, we have 
the examples in our history of 
countless Sikhs and our women- 
folk not only defying death but also 
defying the onslaught of attach- 
ment and we still remember them 
in our ardaas: 

The Five Beloveds, the Four Great 
Sons, the Forty Muktas, martyrs 
and countless Sikhs, who suffered 
countless atrocities, who were 
sawn alive, who were broken on 
the wheel, who were burnt alive in 
cauldrons and when tied to the 
trees; our sisters and mothers in 
whose laps the tyrants threw the 
pieces of their children’s 
bodies — we think of them and 
remember them in devotion 
Thee, Waherguru. 

Namdev 


of the Lord are ruling his entire 
being. He has lost his ego, never 
misses the Guru for an instant 
AND DOES NOT RECOGNISE 
ANY AUTHORITY OTHER THAN 
THE GURU. THAT PERSON 
ALONE, says Guru Amar Das(- 
Nanak III) is a SANMUKH SIKH. 
Can this Sikh ever be away from 
ANAND? Can pain ever enter his 
soul? Can he ever waver in world- 
liness? Can he ever get into petty 
jealousies? Can he ever get into 
the malady of amassing wealth 
and, for that matter, ill-gotten, 
blackmoney? Can he ever indulge 
in illegitimate sex? Can he ever 
consider other humanbeings lower 
than he is? And can he everbe- 
come the Doer of anything? And, 
if this Sikh cannot do any of these 
things, where, pray is the pain left? 
Pain is inbuilt in the chicanery of 
worldliness, i.e. maya, just as the 
Peace is inbuilt in the life based on 
the commands of Guru Granth 
Sahib. Let me quote Guru Amar 
Dass again: 

ANAND ANAND SABKO KAHE 
ANAND GURUTE JAN AY A 
JAN AY A ANAND SADA GURTE 
KIRPA KARE PYARA 
KAR KIRPA KILBIKH KATE 
GY AN ANJAN SARAYA 
KNDRON JIN KA MOH TUTA 
TINKA SABHAD SACHE SIVA- 
RAYA 

KAHE NANAK EH ANAND HAI 
ANAND GURU TE JAN AY A. 

Of course, who does not want- 
And, surely, who does not 
expect — ANAND. In our pursuit of 
pleasures of the senses, we are 
hoodwinked into believing that we 
are experiencing ANAND some- 
time or the other in, say, celebrat- 
ing a marriage, in enjoying the 


birth of a grandson, in receiving a 
recognition from the Govenment 
or in becoming the President or 
Secretary of a prestigious Gurd- 
wara. These pleasures are not 
only ephemeral but are a positive 
support to our EGO which ulti- 
mately is going to become the 
basis of our pain. The marriage 
celebration becomes a nightmare 
if our expectations are not met; the 
grand son can die in childhood 
inflicting pain, the award of the 
Government may be a political 
trick and bigger award to our rival 
may be of heart-breaking nature. 
That is why Guru Amar Das says: 
the lasting ANAND can be enjoyed 
only by obeying the Guru, the 
others can only talk of ANAND but 
cannot enjoy it. And that ANAND 
too is the grace of the Guru, not 
an achievement. By His grace, the 
sins are torn asunder by the Light 


This andron breaking of attach- 
ment is not an achievement; this 
too is grace but then grace falls on 
those who offer themselves to the 
Guru. In any case, Naamdev and 
Ravidas have been tellig us day in 
and day out through the shabads 
sung by raagis in gurdwaras, 
about this attachment coming in 
the way of love for the Guru and 
consequent attainment of ANAND. 

In the shabad:L PPAD PARO- 

SAN POOCH LE NAAMA 

when the hut of Naamdev has 
been graciously constructed 
through divine grace, his 
neighbour-woman appreciates it 
and offers double the wages for 
the same worker, if he can geU >V 
to make a hut for her. And tm ) 
what Naamdev says: dfk 

LOK KUTAMBH SABHOUN^rE 
TORE TAU AAP AN BED I AWE 
HO. Continued on Page 1 4 
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C entreview of contem- 
porary party system in 
India is that it is highly 
professionalised and 
opportunistic technique of captur- 
ing political 'power by different 



Halitiguna 


social groups in the country to use 
that power to furthering the inter- 
est of those groups. Unfortunately 
the system as it has grown and 
been operating in the country has 
produced a new brand of political 
masters who prefer their personal 
interest to national interest. The 
Indian people have been caught in 
a trap very badly. They are disillu- 
sioned with the Congress party 
and no alternative is in sight. The 
mushroom growth of political par- 
ties in the name of ideological dif- 
ferences has further belied the 
growth of a healthy two party 
system in the country. The ever 
increasing number of parties in 
India has deeper repurcussionsfor 
the future, because the differentia- 
tions in caste, religion, community 
and region are being reflected 
throught the party system, which 
has come to be the mainstay of 
democratic functioning in the 
country. The parochial loyalties of 
caste and religion find their way 
through the vote-system to the 
, seat of power and get legitimised. 
I ,/ery party is using this short-cut 
*ttethod, which is a wrong method 
and short-circuiting the fabric of 
India’s unity. The tragedy of the 
system is that it gets legitimised 
through those very factors, which 
are otherwise prohibited under the 
election law. The People's Repre- 
sentation Act prohibits the use of 
caste, religion and community for 
political purposes, but in practice 
it is the most popular mode of 
choosing candidates, analysing 
the composition of constituencies 
and reaching the voters. This is 
common to almost all political par- 
ties. One can safely assess the 
role of Brahmins, Goundarts, 
Naidus, Rajus, Vanniyars and har- 
ijans as a major determinant of 
voting behaviour' in Tamil Nadu 
State Assembly elections. 

Infighting 

A mong many of peculiarities of 
the party system, the most 
glaring is that opposition parties 
instead of fighting the ruling party 
fight the opposition parties. CPI 
(M) deadly opposed to BJP, call- 


Opposition Vs Opposition 


ing it number one enemy, Lok Dai 
(A) ridiculing Lok Dal (B), CPI (M) 
sneezing at CPI and so on. It is 
because of these postures that 
opposition has still not learnt from 
history. Many attempts have been 


night change of parties does not 
change the attitude and percep- 
tions of individuals. 

Recent disclosures by Janata 
party MP Dr. Subramanimam 
Swamy about the invovlement of 
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gates were wholetime party work- each accusing the other at one 
ers and out of remaining 219 time, dining together at another 
delegates as many as 59 were time and the process of sharing 
middle class peasants, 15 rich power continues. In this process of 
farmers and 28 jotedars. Poor sharing power, the common man 
peasants were only 33 and farm of the country is the most sufferer, 
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made by the opposition leaders to 
unite to dislodge the Congress 
party. 1977 experience of unity 
created more disunity thatn unity 
among the constituents and 
Janata Party crumbled under its 
own weight of dissentions and 
infightings within a very short 
span. The socalled leaders like 
Rajnarain and Charansingh from 
within the party destroyed the little 
credibility, they were able to 
muster and caused more harm to 
the cause of opposition unity. The 
people did not believe these 
people in later two Lok Sabha 
elections. 

Janta Dal 

N ow that Janata Dal under the 
chairmanship of V.P. Singh is 
born, some optimistic opposition 
forces must be visulizing the 
chances of replacing Congress at 
the centre, so called in their view 
the hopes of providing an alterna- 
tive to the Congress as if have 
beenrevived. I have my own gen- 
uine doubts. The real story is far 
from truth. The birth of Janata Dal 
has already created more dissen- 
tions and cleavages in the oppos- 
tion ranks, which will increase with 
the passage of time, because the 
ruling party will start its game of 
dividing the oppositon after a care- 
ful study of the whole situation. 
1980 experience is not very old. 
Coming together of Lok Dal, 
Janata party and Jan Morcha has 
already created many divisions 
among the constituent units. The 
announcement of the names of 
the members of the national exec- 
utive of the party was delayed 
because of internal dissentions. 
There have been fights for flags 
and symbols. The nomination of 
the members of the national exec- 
utive has been done in an unde- 
mocratic way. And what about the 
background of these leaders. 
Theyare the products of thesame 
culture, which they nourished for 
years and left it only when their 
personal ego was hurt or they 
were cir iticised by the leadership 
and were asked to behave. Over- 


former Chief Minister of Karnataka 
Mr. R.K. Hegde in three’ land 
scandals’ might be half truth, but 
that riducles the ery basis of oppo- 
sition unity. Mr. Hegde’s retorition 
the very next day by calling 
Swamy a ’blackmailer’ does not 
cleans the opposition. The recent 
coming together of the seven 
opposition parties and the release 
of a 15-point "national campaign 
for aleft-democratic programme" 
has added more confusion to the 
crumbling opposition unity. Their 
insistence that their move is com- 
plementary tothe programme and 
policies of the National Front’is not 
convincing. It is just an attempt to 
isolate BJP, but this will definitely 
cause split in the opposition votes. 
Under the inspiration of left parties, 
the combine is proclaimed to be an 
effort for opposition unity, but in 
practical Indian politics this will 
further divide the opposition. 

Failure of Left 

F^ven the left parties in India 
EZhave failed the people. 
Divided into various camps of lef- 
tism, the Communist parties are 
now flexible enough to moult their 
ideological tones according to 
convenience and suitability. Their 
relationship with the ruling party 
has been suitably amended from 
time and time andstill these pro- 
claim to be the vanguards of work- 
ing classes in India. The 
dependecne of these parties on 
rich classes is ever on the 
increase. As the recent 13th party 
congress of CPI (M) at Trivandrum 
shows the revolutionary spark of 
the party is confined to the politi- 
cal resolutions only. It was 
reported in the press that ten crore 
rupees were spent on the prepa- 
tions for the party meet, which was 
obviously collected from the rich 
traders and industrialists. The 
brek-up of the class origin of 623 
delegates, who had earlier partic- 
ipated in State Party’s conferecne 
in December 88 showed that 
majority of them belonged tothe 
middle class and were district level 
representatives. About 404 dele- 


labour just 3. Thirty two dealegates 
were workers and 15 were small 
businessmen. Evidently the 
middle and rich farmers’ lobby 
inthe party is quite strong. This is 
how the political parties in India 
are the victims of contradictions 
and double standards. 

The Programmes 

N ow that the Janata Dal, the 
prospective alternative to the 
ruling party as it is claimed, has 
among many other things pro- 
mised ’-right to work’ for all citizens, 
’democratic decentralization to the 
grassroot level’ and ’a shift in 
emphasis inthe economic policy 
from urban and industril to rural 
and agricultural development’, a 
major shift is being expected in the 
policy formulation. The Janata Dal 
programme contains something 
for everbody inthe country but as 
the experience goes the manifes- 
toes have become the pious 
declarations of politically mature 
and expereinced masters to exhort 
the common man to have a bright 
dream of better India. Socialistic 
jargons of equality, justice and lib- 
erty are the pious words propo- 
gated by political saints with firm 
faith, because these are the easy 
tools of political phraseology to 
capture political power and they 
know these are not meant for 
implementation. Citizens have no 
choices. They cannot question the 
non-implementation of these pro- 
mises. To whom they should turn? 
The ruling party is very strong in 
parliament, prefers to unheed, the 
oppositon is divided, is not in a 
position to do anything. The par- 
ties come and go, but the content 
remains the some. The rich 
classes have been ruling classes, 
the propertied classes have 
always used political power to look 
after their own interests and India 
can never be an exception. Ideo- 
logies are mentled by men to pro- 
tect their class interests, 
sometimes in one camp and at 
other time in another camp. 

Singhs, Bahugunas, Swamys, 
and Lais are abundance in India, 


standing disillusioned in a trap, 
waiting for good days to come. 
The opposition parties should 
come together as one party. They 
should offer some concrete pro- 
gramme of constructive action 
rather than merely creating false 
hopes of dislodging the congress 
parly. This gimmick will not work 
now. Congress parly is Compar- 
atively still well united, strong and 
acceptable to the majority of the 
people in India. The opposition 
parlies should first learn to work 
together, it is just then possible 
that people may believe that they 
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Local Politics 
And Policy Making 

In Japan 


By Purendra Jain, 
Commonwealth Publishers, 
New Delhi, 1989 
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Reviewed By Dr Parmanand 


I In the Asian continent Japan 
occupies a place of predomi- 
nance because of its eco- 
nomic and technological mus- 
cles and no country in this region 
can ignore it for that reason. Even 
the Super Powers are enamoured 
of Japan because of that factor. At 
the same time, Japan also occup- 
ies a place of great significance in 
the democratic world because it 
has shown that democratic 
modernization can be, and is, 
achieved side by side with politi- 
cal modernization. Japan’s 
democracy, if anything, is a fait 
accompli and in the post-war 
period no alternative is either 
attempted or thought of. 

However, not much is known 
about the local politics of Japan to 
the outside world, even though 
decentralization is given a place of 
paramount importance in the Jap- 


anese polity and politics. The book 
under review is a pioneering work 
analysising the local politics of the 
country. Dr Purnendra Jain, who 
obtained his Ph.D. degree from 
Australia’s Griffith University and 
who was a tutor at Monash Uni- 
versity in Australia, is fully compe- 
tent to deal with this pronounced 
phenomenon of Japanese society. 
His command over the Japanese 
language, his capability to consult 
original sources in that language 
and his several visits to that coun- 
try are factors that make him a 
credible author on the subject. 

The main attention of the book 
is on the extent of local autonomy, 
local political processes and 
policy-making in Japan. With a 
view to analysing the extent of 
local autonomy, the book has 
adopted a case study approach to 
test how a local government 
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Do Away with Dowry 


gets, even, if they forego the 
honeymoon trip and a bit of lavish 
entertainment in the first month. 

It may not be a cynical idea to 
think that a number of young men 
may go on postponing their mar- 
riage simply on this count till they 
are finally trapped by the glib talk 
of someone promising a large 
dowry and luxury goods. Women’s 
organisations can do a lot both by 
way of motivation of people and 
also by coming forward with prac- 
tical solutions. Of course, they 


have to be given all support by 
government departments. 

Now that a perspective plan for 
women for the coming decade has 
been prepared and presented to 
the Government some of these 
areas of interaction may gain 
greater momentum. The late 
Prime Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi 
was a great champion of the 
cause of the Indian women. There 
cannot be a better tribute to her 
thoughts, deeds and sacrifices 
than insulating the society against 
the corrupting influence of evils 
like dowry and degeneration of 


makes policy in certain areas and 
what constraints does it face, 
which can be central, semi-central, 
local and extra-local. 

This study mainly concentrates 
on a ’’progressive" governor of 
Tokyo metropolis and his 
approach towards public housing 
policy. The book suggests that a 
local policy that requires a huge 
government funding and long-term 
investment, like public housing 
(which also demands associated 
services such as schools, kinder- 
gartens, adequate water supply, 
sewerage, transport etc.) is more 
likely to suffer from various con- 
straints, predominantly central 
than others, that do not require 
large amounts of government 
finance. 

Dr Jain concludes that the con- 
cept of local autonomy in Japan is 
mixed rather than fixed. The book 
"the general rejects the uniformity 
theory of local government that 
emphasises either central control 
or local autonomy, stresses the 
pluralistic dimension of inter- 
governmental relations. This rela- 
tionship is dynamic and changing 
and changes according to policy 
area. Overall, limited local auto- 
nomy with central domination is an 
accurate description of the local 
government system in Japan’s 
unitary state". 

It is thus obvious that the author 
is attempting to arrive at a gene- 
ralization about the local govern- 


ment system in Japan, although 
this study is specifically related to 
Tokyo, and that also in the context 
of public housing policy only. 

Comprising 6 chapters, conclu- 
sions, appendices and an exhau- 
sive bibliography along with an 
index, the book discusses the 
changing contours of Japan’s local 
politics since the 1950s and vari- 
ous dimensions of intergovern- 
mental relations. Although the 
focus of the book is on the local 
politics of Japan, the author has 
chosen to write the book in a com- 
parative perspective. The author 
has done well to devote a full 
chapter to the discussion of the 
comparative literature. We learn 
that local autonomy isnot the fea- 
ture of a federal state alone, but 
many unitary states, including 
Japan, allow more autonomy to 
local government than many of the 
so-called federal states such as 
India. The credibility of the book is 
also enhanced by the fact that it is 
based on a survey of relevant 
Japanese literature, interviews 
with about a hundred Japanese 
politicians and officials and back- 
grounding material. 

The chapters entitled "Intergov- 
ernmental Relations: A Compar- 
ative Perspective”, "Contrasting 
Traditions of Local Government in 
Japan", "Housing Problems: The 
Central Response", "Publicly 
Managed Housing: The Role of 
Perfectures", "Intergovernmentnal 


Finance, Local Budgeting and 
Public Housing", "The Political 
Rhetoric of Public Housing in 
Tokyo" and "Conclusions” have 
delved deeply into the current and 
relevant problem of the economic 
giant of Asia. 

Although the author makes it 
clear as to why he considers it 
necessary to study public housing 
policy in Japan, it can still be 
argued that the choice of this 
policy for case study is not a rep- 
resentative one. It would have 
been better, if the author had 
taken up several themes and built 
up case study around them which 
could yield conclusions on a com- 
parative basis. Then perhaps the 
author’s effort would have resulted 
in uniformally valid conclusions 
around whch theory building of the 
type the author has been trying to 
undertake would have been made 
possible. 

Despite the above limitations, 
the book is bound to be of great 
help to anyone interested in the 
local politics of Japan and to those 
who wish to view it in a compar- 
ative perspective. Not unexpec- 
tedly, there are a few printing 
mistakes. And even by the present 
day standard, it is slightly highly 
priced. But the serious attempt of 
the author to grapple with the 
problem and his deep analysis of 
the problem are bound to attract 
a vast readership to the book. 
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Help To Get Water 

By Om Narain 


W ater is the lifeblood 
of agriculture. Judi- 
cious management 
of water yields opti- 
mum production in foodgrains. 
The riverbed water and the mon- 
soons are the main source of 
water in India. The monsoon, 
however, is unpredictable and 
riverbed water need utmost care 
for utilisation. Inadequate supply of 
water has always been bothering 
the hapless Indian farmer. All his 
other pre-requisites are mostly 
available. India has been, of late, 
producing more manure, more fer- 
tilizer and more high yielding qual- 
ity seeds. 


India was able to maintain produc- 
tion at the same level as previous 
years. The rabi crop in particular 
was to a large degree saved from 
severe damages. 

Owing to favourable monsoon 
this year, the water flow in the irri- 
gation system is adequate. The 
total live storage available in 47 
reservoirs monitored by the Cen- 
tral Water Commission is 88.4 
TMC representing 84 percent of 
the aggregate storage, which is 
much better corresponding to 54.6 
TMC last year. Proper regulation 
of reservoirs is essential to ensure 
maximum rabi production and also 


iT *■ 

Water budgeting in modem times 
^ has come to be regarded as one 
of the crucial tasks of the 
planners. If the malady of mal- 
distribution of water resources is 
cured, India could rank among 
the largest producers of a number 
of crops which will provide 
employment to more villagers. 
This wil 1 also generate more 
interet .. in opening small, 
medium and even large industrial 
units in remote areas. 


/ ^naging Water Resources 

t he last three successive sea- 
sons of drought brought dis- 
appointment to the entire peasan- 
try of the country. But all these dry 
seasons, as it were, provided 
enough water for our agricultural 
experts and scientists to think and 
research into a more judicious util- 
isation of the available water 
resources. Keeping the unprece- 
dented drought conditions of 1 987 
in mind, agricultural scientists put 
their heads together to evolve a 
/foolproof strategy and action plan 
for water management. They also 
had to take into account other 
issues like priority to be given to 
drinking water supply, fodder and 
low water consumptive crops, 
balancing of the advantages 
between khariff and rabi irrigation 
schemes. 

The action plan, indicating broad 
guidelines for management of 
water resources did solve the 
problem to a certain extent and 


to conserve water for dry weather 
crops. State Governments were 
asked to monitor the inflow and 
outflow of reservoirs. Model plans 
of different crops for different 
agro-climatic regions and possible 
hectare waterings in different 
command areas is required to be 
planned. 

Rejuvenating CAD Programme 

T he Planning Commission had 
undertaken a project for regi- 
onal requirements based on 
agro-climatic zones for which the 
whole country has been divided 
into 15 zones. Each planning 
squad has sought the assistance 
of the State Governments in gath- 
ering data for further processing. 

It has been observed that in 
spite of spending huge amounts 
on the Command Area Develop- 
ment Programme, the progress 
achieved with reference to the 
Plan targets on the important 
items like field channels, land 


15-28 February 1989 


■ The 

H Bazehba 


levelling and warabandi has been 
rather poor. Therefore, State Gov- 
ernments were asked to prepare 
targets for CAD Programme for 
1988-89 keeping in view the pro- 
gress that has been achieved in 
the three years of the current Plan. 
Provision has to be made for CAD 
Programme by all State Govern- 
ments while preparing their annual 
budgets. Command Area Devel- 
opment Work under special food- 
grains production programme has 
to be accelerated, as also field 
channels within five to eight hec- 
tare blocks. Sometimes even if 
enough water for irrigation is avail- 
able, the field in the farthest corner 
of a block may not receive the 
desired quantum because of lack 
of field channels. For this purpose 
it is necessary to have the lining 
of field channeling done properly. 

Excessive rains also create pro- 
blems like water logging. Care is 
to be taken to ensure that water- 
logging or salinisation is scrupu- 
lously avoided by proper drainage, 
field channeling and other approp- 
riate measures. 

Under the Special Foodgrains 
Programme through major and 
minor irrigation, the Government of 


India has sanctioned an advance 
of Rs. 1 00 crore. Out of this Rs. 75 
crore has been distributed for 
major and medium projects, Rs. 
21 .95 crore for minor irrigation and 
the rest Rs. 3.05 crore is being 
made available for allocation to 
states for repair of necessary 
structures. The State Govern- 
ments have also been asked to 
monitor the monthly performance 
of drilling rigs in a format provided 
by the Central Ground Water 
Board. 

There is also tremendous scope 
for increasing the area under irri- 
gation. As per the latest f igpres the 
gross irrigated area has gone up 
from 29.5 m.he. in 1 962-63 to 65.5 
m. he. in 1983-84. There is every 
possibility that the irrigation poten- 
tial target of 1 13 m. he. by 2000 
AD will be met. This is by no 
means an insignificant figure for in 
drought seasons water in storage 
tanks, reservoirs, under ground 
recharge and flow of perennial 
rivers and streams comes down 
considerably. 

Other Methods 

A nother method to augment 
the available water resources 


is the installation of pumping sets 
for the renovated open wells 
through incentives to farmers on a 
cooperative basis. In areas where 
the water table is within five 
metres from the ground water sur- 
face as well as for pumping from 
rivers and other water surface 
bodies portable pumping sets 
could be pressed into active ser- 
vice. These sets may be owned by 
agro service centres, minor irriga- 
tion departments, development 
blocks and cooperative societies. 

Water budgeting in modern 
times has come to be regarded as 
one of the crucial tasks of the 
planners. If the malady of mal - 
distribution of water resources is 
cured. India could rank among the 
largest producers of a number of 
crops which will provide employ- 
ment to more villagers. This will 
also generate more interest in 
opening small, medium and even 
large industrial units in remote 
areas. Water is required as much 
as in industry as in agriculture, not 
to speak of pbwer generation, etc. 
Every drop of water should be 
preserved and utilised in the most 
judicious manner which is the 
need of the hour. 
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For : Designing of Offices, 
Residences, Hotels, 
Showrooms etc. 


For : Scandinavian 
and Chesterfield 
Furniture 


Experts in 
Turnkey 
Projects 


White Cidar 
and Teak wood 
Oriental and modem 
furniture made customdesigned. 
Carved furniture 
in antique finish. 

Carved doors etc 
a speciality 


VIBGYOR FURNISHERS (P) LTD. 

(A Dr. Bhagat Singh Rekhi Enterprises) 

136 Begam Pur, Near Malviya Nagar, New Delhi- 1 10017 «Ph : 6444814. 6415263 


Ref.: A S. Rekhi 
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Anand In 
Guru 

Granth Sahib 


Continued from Page 1 0 

(If you can break with the people 
including your family, the worker, 
the Lord will himself come to you) 
And he insists that the Lord does 
not want monetary wages; HE 
DEMANDS PREET-MAJOURI. 
The fact that we are not prepared 
to offer our Love to the Lord is the 
real hindrance in our not being 
able to experience the ANAND 
that has been bestowed on us by 
our Naster. 

Ravidas insists on unstinted 
devotion by saying: SAACHI 
PREET HAM TUM SIO JORI; 
TUM SIO JORAVAR SANG TORI 
MADHAVE TUM NAHIN TORO 
TAU HAM NAHIN TOREN; TUM 
SIO TOR KA VAN SANG JOREN. 

(Lord, my real love is offered to 
you; and I have broken with 
everyone else; Now, Lord, if you 
do not forsake me, I shall never 
break away from you. IN ANY 
CASE, WHO ELSE IS THERE 
FOR ME TO FALL IN LOVE 
WITH?) 

We suffer from various ups and 
downs in life and they are natural 
corollaries of a worldly life; a life 
based on Guru’s commands 
would not automatically be freed 
from worldly afflications, but since, 
DUKH SUKH HAI MAN Kl 
BIRTHA (Pain and peace are 
states- of mind) the Sikh in the 
presence of Guru will sing thus in 
all circumstances: 

KAHAN BHAYO JAU TAN BHIO 
CHHIN CHHIN 

PREMJAYE TAU DARPE TERO 
JAN 

(In the words of Ravidas — What, 
if my body is cut into pieces; the 
only fear I have is that I may not 
lose the love of and for my Lord.) 

, Gur Chela 

And we all know the story of a 
mother who had only one son. 
Learning that the Guru had ord- 
ered recruitment for his khalsa 
army from the families where there 
were more than one son, she wept 
and pleaded before the Guru thus: 
My Guru, my Lord, can I not 
receive your grace, merely 
because I have one son? And the 
Guru accepted him and the 
woman .was lifted. Similarly Bhai 
Mati Das fixed under the saw must 
have been in ANAND when, in 
reply to the question about his last 
wish he said that his face must be 
towards the Guru. That is why the 
Guru says: 

Guru Sikh, Sikh Guru hai, eko Gur 
updesh chalaye. 

(If the Sikh and the Guru preach 
the same command of the Master, 
there is no difference between the 


Guru and the Sikh.) 

Indeed, there is no difference and 
Guru Gobind Singh by administer- 
ing amrit to the Five Beloveds and 
then taking it from them became 
AAPE GUR CHELA. 

Practical Lessons 

Guru Granth Sahib has, apart 
from various ecstatic hymns, 
innumerable practical lessons 
which chisel our way into the 
valley of ANAND, not only in spir- 
itual terms, but also in our daily 
lives. The man of PEACE and 
ANAND symbolised by the com- 
mands of Guru will never be 
bogged down in superstitions, in 
worldly bhaicharas and in useless 
gossip, backbiting, adultery, pro- 
miscuity and drinking. His control 
over the senses will break the 
chain of pain-giving avnues. Of 
course we witness many of us in 
extreme agony even if they have 
Guru Granth Sahib in their homes, 
perform Sahaj and Akhand 
Paaths.'do meditation and perform 
pilgrimages to Hazur Sahib and 
the Tap Asthan of Guru Gobind 
Singh, Hemkunt Sahib. ( There 
must be some discrepancy some- 
where. And Gurbani can never be 
away from truth because the 
Master himself stresses: 
SATGUR Kl BAANI SAT SAT 
KAR JANO GURSIKHO 
HAR KART A AAP MOHOUN 
KADHAE 

(The baani of the Guru is DEFIN- 
ITE TRUTH and O Sikhs, you 
must consider it so; The Lord Him- 
self has brought it out from the 
mouths of the Gurus) 

This listless, monotonous and 
ritual bowing to the Guru is of no 
avail. That is why while ANAND is 
missing, the quarrels, the worldly 
ego, the hankering and wavering 
continue. The Guru has said: 
DUNIYA KIAN VADIAIYAN AAGI 
SETI JAAL 

(Burn the worldly greatness in the 
fire) 

But we are not only after them but 
we hanker after them by quarrel- 
ling among ourselves, by pulling 
away turbans of each other before 
Guru Granth Sahib in Gurudwaras 
and back-bite each others and spy 
on each other to win favours of the 
Governments. How can we ever 
expect ANAND to enter our lives. 
But this is no slur on the capacity 
of Guru Granth Sahib. THIS IS A 
GREAT SLUR ON THE PER- 
FORMANCE OF THE SIKHS. 
That is why Guru Gobind Singh 
had himself said: 

JABLAG KHALSA RAHE NIARA: 
TABLAG TEJ DION MEIN SAKA - 
JAB EK GAHE BIPRIN Kl REET; 


MAIN NA KAROUN IN Kl PAR- 
TEET. 

Then the absence of ANAND is 
due to our external actions with- 
out devotion and the Guru clearly 
says: 

BAHAR GYAN DHIAN ISNAN; 
ANTAR BIAPE LOBH SUAN 
BAHAR BHEKH ANTAR MAL 
MAYA; CHHAPAS NAHEN 
KACHH KARE CHHAPAYA 
JANANHAR PRABHU PAR- 
BEEN: BAHAR BHEKH NA 
KAHOO BHEEN 
(Externally we talk of Knowledge, 
Meditation, dirt of Maya dominates 
us; but how can all this be hidden) 
(The Lord is perfect antarjami; He 
is not pleased with external show 
of devotion). 

Lok Laaj 

Along with five mighty thieves, 
about whom even Guru Arjan says 
(Panch bikhadi ek gariba, rakho 
rakhanhare — Oh Lord, they are 
five robbers and I am alone, save 
me) there is one big nuisance of 
LOK PAGHARA or LOK LAAJ. 
The major cause of our lack of 
ANAND is this too, and the lack of 
ANAND causes more and more 
hypocrisy in terms of devotion in 
gurdwarasor temples resulting in 
more and more misery which 
destroys not only the sevadars, 
the granthis, the raagis and par- 
charaks and the management but 
also the entre system of PURI that 
is Gru Granth Sahib. That is why 
even if they talk from the stage of 
Guru’s ANAND they do not exper- 
ience it; they quarrel about pay- 
ments. They talk of Guru’s 
protection but carp/ GUN-TOTING 
body-guards. They talk of purity of 
action but live on pooja-dhan. 


They talk of self-respect — 
ANAKH — but live on Government 
patronage. And they talk of 
CHARHDI KALA but are always 
bogged down in fear of the future. 
Reason: 

KARTOOT PASSU Kl MANAS 
JAAT LOK PACHARA KARE 
DINRAT 

(Acts like an animal even if he is 
called Man and is engrossed 
always in pleasing the people — 
not the Lord) 

and 

REHAT AVAR KICHH AVAR 
KAMA VAT; MAN NAHIN PREET 
MUKHON GAND LAVAT 
(The maryada is different and his 
kamaiis different; There is no love 
for the Lord in the heart, but he 
wants to be attached to the Guru 
only by mouth) 

Guru Amar Dass, the PRO- 
CLAIMER OF ANAND, says 
clearly that karam-kand cannot 
bring bliss and yet the BLISS IS 
GUARANTEED BY THE PER- 
PETUAL GURU THROUGH HIS 
BAANI. The third Guru says: 
KARAMI SAHAJ NA UPJE, VIN 
SAHAJAY SAHSA NA JAYE 
NEH JAYE SAHSH KITE 
SANJAM RAHE KARAM 
KAMAYE 

SAHSE JIO MALEEN HAI KIT 
SANJAM DHOTA JAYE 
MAN DHOWO SABAD LAAGO 
HAR SIO RAHO CHIT LA YE 
KAHE NANAK GURPARSADI 
SAHAJ UPJE VIN SAHJE SAHSA 
NA JAYE 

Our external bhakti has reached 
peaks but its effect is that while we 
have not received AND or SAHAJ, 
we have been put into deep 
slumber by feelings of bhakti. The 
Guru says external actions will not 


produce sahai (equanimity) and 
without equanimity, doubts will not 
vanish. You go on doing external 
bhakti, in no case will the doubts 
go. Then how does this dirt vanish: 
WASH YOUR MIND CLEAN 
WITH SHABAD (WITH PEMEM- 
BRANCE OF THE LORD) Then 
with the grace of Guru, you will 
receive SAHAJ ANAND. 

And what kind of ANAND. The 
ANAND of Guru Granth Sahib is 
from retrospective effect: 

APNE SATGUR KE BALBARE; 
AAGE SUKH PAACHHE SUKH 
SAHJA GHAR ANAND HAMARE. 
(lam sacrifice unto my Guru; The 
future seems to be of total peace 
and I feel the past too was always 
in peace; THERE IS PERMAN- 
ENT ANAND IN MY HOME 
(WITHIN ME) 

The beauty of our Masters and the 
Bhaktas included in the Shabad- 
Guru is that practical lessons are 
given, they have been practised 
and ANAND and JUICE of 
ECSTASY AUTOMATICALLY 
POUR THROUGH THEIR MES- 
SAGES. That is why Naamdev in 
chains sings: PAWON BERI 
HATHON TAAL NAMA GAWE 
GUN GOPAL. And Kabir says: 
GANGAKI LAHR MERI TUTI 
ZANJEER, MIRAGSHALA PAR 
BETHE KABIR (This when Kabir 
is thrown into the river). My broth- 
ers and sisters, ANAND is ava 
able to everyone if the condition 1 
met in this shabad: 

BAANI GURU GURU HAI BANNI 
VICH BAANi AMRIT SARE; 
GURBANI KAHS SEVAK JAN 
MANE PARTAKH GURU NIS- 
TARE. 

Those who line in Guru’s com- 
mands are always in ANAND. 


‘With West Complements 
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Professor Grammar Blunder Still In Mystery 


Useful rules to help you with English grammar Stamp of Stupidity Stone Giants 


‘She is not only a good dancer 
but also a wonderful cook. ' 


I consider the above sentence a work of art!! It has such a delicate 
balance — a delightful symmetry. Sentences containing not only... but 
also make me quite weak at the knees. 

To maintain the balance of this structure, the same kind of word should 
follow both only and also. 

EXAMPLES 

A Michael Is not only Intelligent but also good-looking. 

ADJECTIVE ADJECTIVE 

B John not only reads Chinese but he also speaks it fluently. 
VERB VERB 

C Mary writes not only novels but also poetry. 

NOUN NOUN 

This is only a style rule. It would not be wrong to say, for example: 
Mary not only writes novels but also poetry. 

But that sentence is not well balanced. Style matters more in writing 
ftb&n in speech, but surely you want to be stylish! 


M any years ago, a London 
stamp collector sent two 2 
1/2p stamps to the Post Office to 
pay for the postage on a first day 
cover he wanted. In fact, he should 
have sent two 3p stamps. The 
Post Office sent him a telegram 
asking for the Ip. The telegram 
cost 40p. 


l^XERCISE A 


Try this exercise! Join each pair of 
sentences using not only and but 
also. 



EXAMPLE 
John is impolite. 

John is stupid. 

Answer 

John Is not only impolite but 
also stupid. 

1 Mary can type. Mary can take 
shorthand. 

2 It was expensive. It was bad 
quality. 

3 I spoke to john. I spoke to his 
mother. 

4 He mowed the lawn. He 
trimmed the hedge. 

5 He has three cats. He has two 
dogs. 

6 They arrived late. They went to 
the wrong building. 


A ll over Easter Island in the 
South Pacific there are giant 
stone statues. No one knows who 
carved them, or why. 

The island was discovered by a 
Dutch admiral, Jacob Roggeveen, 
on Easter Day, 1722. As he 
approached the island, he thought 
he had found a land of giants — 
but the giants turned out to be 
enormous carved stone heads. 


There were almost 300 of them, 
measuring 3 1/2 metres (12 feet) 
tall and weighing anything up to 50 
tonnes. 

Scientists have since examined 
the statues but they have been 
unable to explain how they came 
to be there. The statues were 
carved inside the crater of the 
dormant volcano Rano Raraku 
and them moved, but no one has 
worked out how the natives man- 
aged to get them from the crater 
to their present sites. 


Word's World 
s to s 

The answers to the clues all begin and end with S. 


7 The meeting was long. The 
meeting was a waste of times. 

8 He is studying physics. He is 
studying mathematics. 

9 I have read Hamlet. I have per- 
formed it. 

10 The food was delicious. The 
food was very cheap. 

Not only is often put at the begin- 
ning of a sentence to add empha- 


EXAMPLE 

Not only is Michael Intelligent, 
but he Is also good-looking. 
There are two things to notice 
about this sentence. 

1 When a cause begins with not 
only there is an inversion after 
only the verb (or an auxiliary 
verb) comes before the subject 

2 There is no inversion in the but 
also clause. However, it is 
more stylish to use a verb and 
pronoun in the but also clause. 
Compare 


Mary can not only type but also 
take shorthand. 

Not only can Mary type but she 
can also take shorthand. 


EXERCISE B 

Rewrite your answers from Exer- 
cise A using not only at the 
beginning of the new sentence. 
Don’t forget the inversion! 


1 . Cavity in facial bones 

2. Blood poisoning 

3. Group of related organisms 

4. Virus disease causing blisters 

5. Tree of the laurel family 

6. Glasses 

7. Stone coffin 

8. Premier violin 

9. Dinosaur 

10. Conducive to good health 

11. Woman using magic powers 

12. Type of gin 

13. Command to appear in Court 

14. Connected succession 

15. Type of owl 


Now unscramble the circled letters to make the heavenly centaur. 



Answers (S to S) 

snuEttiBes :pJOM Bqxg 

•sdoos Si ‘seuas >i ‘suowwns £i 'sddeuqog zi ‘ssejeaios 'n 
‘snouqnies '0t ‘snjnEso68js ’6 ‘snuEAipEJJS '8 ‘sn6eqdoojBS L ‘sep 
-epeds '9 'sbjjbssbs s 'setups V 'sepeds £ 'sjsdeg z ‘snujs H 


•dBeip Ajsa os|B sem )j inq 
snopnep pooj eqt sem Apo ion - o t 
'l! peiuioped osp eABq | inq 
laiLUBH peai \ aAEq Apo jojxj ■(, 
•sapeuiaqieui 
SuiApnis csp si oi[ inq sai 
-sAqd SuiApnis aq s; Apo io[sj g 
•ouip jo oiscM e osje sem q inq 
8uo[ Suiiaaui aqi sem Apo iofq 7 
•Suippnq Suojm 
Dip o} qiaM osp Aaqi inq 
aiEj dauje Aaqi pip Apo jofyj 9 
sSop OM) SEq osje aq inq spa 
aa-np aAeq aq saop Apo jojq -g 
•aSpaq 

aqt pauiuiui osje aq inq 


Answers (Professor Grammar) 

ume[ oqi moui aq pip Apo ioj\j 
• joqioui siq o; aqods osie i inq 
uqof oi qeads j pip Apio iojq •£ 
■XiqEnb peq osje sem q 
inq aAisuadxa q sem A[uo iofq 7 
•puEqiioqs aqEi os[E uEa aqs 
inq adAi XjBy\j usa Ajuo lojq 

g aspjaxg 

■dEaqa Xjoa osje inq snop 
-qap Ajuo iou sem pooj aqj^ 'qi 
• q pauuojjad osie inq 
le/Luei-i peej A|uo iou eABq | '6 
soqBUJeqiBUJ osp inq soi 
-sAqd Apo iou 6u|Apms sj a|_| g 


'eiuji jo eiSBM b osp inq 
6uo| Apo iou sbm 6u!ieeiu eqx 7 
•6u| 

-pijnq 6 uojm eqi 01 jusm osp 
inq eiB| peAUJB Apo iou Aeqj_ -g 
•s6op OMl OS|B 

inq sibo eerqi Apo iou SBq e)q -g 
■e6peq eqi peuiujui osp inq 
umb| eqi peMoiu Apo iou e|q > 
•jeqioiu sjq 01 osp 
inq uqop 01 Apo iou eqods | ■£ 
■Aiiienb peq osp 
inq eAjsuedxe Apo iou sbm i| z 
•puBqyoqs e^Bi 

osp inq edAi Apo iou ubo Ajbiaj ‘ l 
(V espjexg 


Sources: BBC English; Amazing Mysteries and Phenomena; Amazing Blunders and Bungles; Word Teaser 
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SPORTS 

WHAT TO HOPE FROM 
JUNIORS IN LAWN 

TENNIS? 

NAVIN CHAND 


GUXBbbB 

I n the middle of December’ 88, 
as West Germany captured 
their first ever Davis cup title, 
Vijay Amritraj also served an 
ace to the All India Tennis Asso- 
ciation by declaring himself doubt- 
ful for the coming Davis cup tie 
against the winner of Japan vs. 
South Korea, to be played in India 
in early next May. 

Vijay has had a couple of fitness 
problems. He had a minor surg- 
ery recently for the removal of a 
wart on his right heel and he may 
have to do another surgery soon 
for the same illness. Besides it, he 
has the pain in the right shoulder 
also and that needs rest. 

That put us to the question that 
was being asked in the tennis cir- 
cles so often but always remained 
unanswered-WHO AFTER VIJAY 
? As I put this question to a sports- 
journalist, he posed to think for a 
moment. Can anyone replace 
Vijay Amritraj, he seemed to ask 
? But if Vijay decides finally to call 
it a day, India will have to depend 
on its juniors. And among the juni- 
ors, the top three at the moment 
looks like (in descending order) 
Zeeshan Ali, Mark Ferreira and 
Rohit Rajpal. Perhaps some other 



Zeeshan Ali 


likes K.G. Ramesh, Nandan Bal, 
Asif Ismail & Enrico Piperno can 
also be counted amongst the 
rising ones amongst juniors. 

At Crossroads 

R ight now, Indian tennis is at 
crossroads. With the end of 
Vijay Amritraj’s era, Ramesh 
Krishnan is in a wilderness of 
sorts, looking around for someone 
to come up the ladder and play 
with him in the Davis cup. 

Among the teenagers, Zeeshan 
Ali is on top. He sewed up the 
national men’s singles crown third 
year running with commendable 
ease, dropping just one set en 
route to the summit. Not only he 
finished up Piperno’s cha'lengein 
the final at DLTA grounds of Delhi 
with an impressive tally of 6-2, 6-2 
& 6-1 score, but also went on to 
bag the double’s crown with Mark 
Ferreira. 

Zeeshan Ali was not born with 
the tennis racquet in his hands. 
But tennis has been an all pervad- 
ing factor in his life from a tender 
age as he grew up as the son of 
the former Indian Davis Cup star 
and national coach Akhtar Ali. 
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Brought up on Calcutta’s won- 
derfully manicured South Club 
grass courts, Zeeshan seems to 
have developed into natural serve 
and volleyer. Like most youngsters 
of the age, he revealed a fickle 
temperament early on but has 
shown better concentration and 
dedication recently. 

Zeeshan Ali 

T he first notable mark in Zee- 
shan’s career was the double 
triumph in the under-14 event of 
the sub-junior National champion- 
ships in Hyderabad in' 84. He went 
on to win the Under-16 national 
title also and became the young- 
est player to win the national dou- 
bles title. Zeeshan also qualifiec 
for the World junior championship 
(Under-1 4) from Asia and reached 
the last sixteen of the apex tour- 
nament in the United States. 

. In April-86, Zeeshan Ali scored 
a significant triumph inthe JAL 
international tennis tournament in 
Japan. It was his first title in the 
asian juniors’ circuit. The strength 
of the opposition he had to sur- 
mount can be gauged from the 
fact that he scored oven players 
from the United States, Australia 
and Canada where the juniors’ 
standards are high. 

When India played Czechoslo- 
vakia in the Davis cup first round 
tie in Calcutta in’ 86, Zeeshan got 
his first chance to be included in 
the national squad (not as a play- 
ing member). For a sixteen-years 
old, it was a big moment and the 
youngstar was considerably 
excited. 

Mark Ferreira 

A fter Zeeshan, another young- 
ster raising ray of hopes, is 
Mark Ferreira, the son of three- 
time Billiard World title champion 
Michael Ferreira. It is often asked 
why did Mark not adopt the game 
of his father ? The answer is that 
thefatherMichael Ferreirahimself 
wanted his son to adopt a game 
where there should be sufficient 
money-and tennis is known to be 
among money-spinner games. 
Hence the young Mark started 
with tennis and took up coaching 
in Central Tennis Academy of Cal- 
ifornia. Hence his game is also 
built on foreign techniques. 

There is a debate going on 
whether Mark should be used as 
a singles player or as a doubles 
partner for Zeeshan Ali? Accord- 
ing to one knowledgeable 
journalist — Mark’s overall game 
looks like an odd mix of wrong 


notes. It falls flat at crucial 
moments. Worse-still, he doesnot 
seem to bother and work for some 
presentable composition which 
can deliver. Unless he does so 
soon enough, there may be no 
sense in persisting with his dou- 
bles combination with Zeeshan, no 
matter how good they look on the 
home circuit. Rohit Rajpal or Asif 
Ismail could fill that berth better. 


Both Rohit Rajpal and Asif 
Ismail are fast coming up. The son 
of a former Bombay cricketer 
Abdul Ismail Asif is a product of 
Britannia Amritraj Tennis Founda- 
tion (BAT) scheme. 

Coaching 

T ennis has become so highly 
competitive today that even 


top players have their own 
coaches. Why can’t Indian juniors 
have the expert guidance and 
coaching of seniors like Ramathan 
Krishnan, Jaideep Mukherjee, 
Premjit Lai besides Akhtar Ali. On 
the other hand, AILTA should also 
utilise the funds to groom young 
talent. Any money spent on juni- 
ors is not an expenditure but an 
investment fr ■ e future. 



Flying in from the unexplored vistas of tele- 
technology. Robotex ... programmed to enamour 
you with Its magnetic looks and conquer 
teleworld with its armoury of sophisticated 
features. Some, which you may have never seen 
before. 

Robotex. Fusing technological wizardry with 
style to place luxurious tele-watching at your 
(lnger-tip6 with a feather touch 28-key 
remote control. 

• Automatic SWITCH-ON/SWITCH-OFF 
facility to ensure that you do not miss out on 
your favourite programmes. 


Special ON-SCREEN DIGITAL CLOCK 
showing the hr./min. AM/PM time. 

6 COLOUR-11 ITEM ON-SCREEN DISPLAY ' 
Indicating timer setting, tuning accuracy, 
volume, brightness, colour, contrast etc. 

SLEEP TIMER facility to programme the set 
to switch ofTby itself after 90, 80, 70, 60, 50, 
40, 30, 20 or 10 minutes. 

• Sophisticated 28-KEY REMOTE CONTROL 
HAND-SET that puts you in full command. 

• Two-way DUAL SPEAKERS 

• PANEL LOCK to make pre-set controls 
tamper proof. 
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a breed apart! the right choice 
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